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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE ATTRACTIONS IN WISCONSIN

MADISON, Wis. -  Home to the greatest number of Native American tribes east of the Mississippi River, reservations occupy more than 202.000 hectares (500,000 acres) of Wisconsin, including some of the state’s most pristine and beautiful lands.  Each of the eleven sovereign nations has its own unique and colorful history.  The nations offer an unparalleled rich heritage and cultural experience.  Here is a list of some of Wisconsin’s top Native American heritage attractions and destinations.

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

                   Ashland County
The Bad River Tribe owns and operates a fish hatchery established in 1975.  The fishery is a highly valued resource to tribal members for cultural, social, subsistence and recreational purposes.  Also, the Menomin (wild rice) Pow-wow is held every August in celebration of the harvest.  The event is open to the public, and everyone is welcome.

www.badriver.com; 00+1-715-682-7111 
Ho-Chunk Nation



                                Wisconsin Dells
Countless numbers of the great bison once inhabited North America.  In a policy of subjugation of the native tribes who lived with the bison, the white man slaughtered the bison in great numbers.  Today, there is the Bison Prairie I, a working farm/ranch of the Ho-Chunk Nation dedicated to the reintroduction of the bison.  It is the aim of the Ho-Chunk Nation to ensure the health of the bison and the balance of nature through complete organic farming; feed for the herd is grown without pesticides or artificial fertilizer.
00+1-608-356-6210
-more-
Honor the Earth Pow-wow


                                 Sawyer County
The largest Pow-wow in North America, the Honor the Earth Pow-wow celebrates the annual gathering of the tribes together to honor mother earth and the Creator in celebratory drumming, dancing and song. It is held on the third weekend in July in Hayward.  Traditional Native American music, dancing, crafts and food create an authentic tribal experience.  The Lac Courtes Orielles Royalty Coronation, special recognition ceremonies, a run/walk and fry bread contest are among the featured events.

www.lcocasino.com; 00+1-715-634-8934

Indian Summer Festival





                 Milwaukee
Experience the diversity of traditional and contemporary American Indian culture during this annual conclusion to the summer festival schedule.  Held in September, the Annual Indian Summer Festival showcases American Indian entertainment, musicians, fine artists and craft people.  As part of the celebration of the group’s rich history, authentic tribal villages, storytellers, traditional handcrafts, dance troupes and lacrosse will be part of the cultural experience. More than 65.000 visitors annually make this part of their festival routine.

www.indiansummer.org; 00+1-414-604-1000
Lac Courtes Orielles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa                 Sawyer County
The Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin occupies a vast territory 19 kilometers (12 miles) southeast of Hayward.  The LCO tribe owns and operates a number of successful enterprises, including The Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College, Boys and Girls Club, a cranberry marsh, 88.9 FM WOJB radio station, St. Francis Solanus Mission (a Native American arts and crafts store) and a new living cultural center. Tours of all of these are available.   

00+1-715-634-8934
Lac Du Flambeau Chippewa Band of Lake Superior Chippewa        Vilas County

Lac du Flambeau is a premier place to visit for those seeking an exciting cultural and hands-on historical experience.  During the summer months, visitors to the reservation can experience “the old days” at Was wa goning Village.  The George W. Brown, Jr. Museum hosts Pow-wows every Tuesday evening, from the end of June to the third Tuesday in August.  The tribe also presents Lakefest: Keepers of the Water Festival the third Saturday in June.  Fall brings the Lac du Flambeau Voyagers Rendezvous & Native American Art Market.   
www.lacduflambeau.org; 00+1-715-588-3346
-more-

Menominee Nation





  Menominee County

The Menominee Indians are the oldest continuous residents of Wisconsin, having resided on the land for more than 10.000 years.  The Menominee Heritage Tour, a two-hour auto tour though the heart of the Menominee Reservation, includes the following highlights:  Veterans Park, waterfalls on the Wolf River, Spirit Rock and the Menominee Logging Museum.  Also, the Menominee hosts the Annual Menominee Nation Contest Pow-wow the first weekend in August.


www.menominee-nsn.gov; 00+1-715-799-5100

Oneida Nation




    Brown and Outagamie Counties
The Oneida Nation offers tailored group tours to inform visitors of the heritage, culture and economic growth of the Oneida Tribe.  Points of interest include tribal government buildings, the Oneida Nation Museum, and The Turtle School, which is designed in the shape of a turtle.  The turtle is symbolic of Mother Earth to the Oneida People and is the foundation for the design and curriculum of the Oneida Tribal School.  
www.oneidanation.com; 00+1-920-869-4300
Forest County Potawatomi Nation



           Forest County
Referred to as the Keepers of the Fire, the Potawatomi Nation consists of more than 1.200 tribal members, of which about half live on their nearly 4.900 hectare (12,000-acre) reservation located in Forest County.  The tribe’s fascinating history and culture, highlighted by a library, archive, cultural hall and a 2.500 square meter (2,700 square foot) exhibit entitled “People of the Three Fires” is on display at the Potawatomi Cultural Center and Museum.  The tribe hosts its annual Pow-wow during the first weekend in November at the Wisconsin Exposition Center at State Fair Park in Milwaukee.
www.fcpotawatomi.com; 00+1-414-847-7320
Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa


        Bayfield County
Nestled along the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, the Red Cliff has a variety of unique sites and experiences including the Isle Vista Casino, kilometers of hiking trails, great fishing and picturesque camp sites and marina.  The tribe’s rich culture comes alive during the Red Cliff’s annual Pow-wow, unique cultural days and through the murals located in buildings throughout the reservation.

www.redcliff.org; 00+1-715-779-3700

Sokaogon Chippewa Community, Sokaogon (Mole Lake) 
         Forest County
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

Visit the historic Log House, former home of the 1880s Danish patriot Whilhelm Dineson.  Dineson’s daughter, Karen Blixen, authored the book “Out of Africa,” which was also made into a major motion picture.
www.sokaogonchippewa.com; www.molelake.com; 00+1-715-478-7560
-more-

St. Croix Band of Lake Superior Chippewa


        Burnett County
            In existence for more than 20 years, the annual St. Croix Wild Rice Pow-wow      

            hosts drums and singers from all over North America.  The pow wow is held in 

            late August in Danbury. The three-day celebration features drum and dance 
            contests, huge feasts and a large variety of food and craft vendors.

00+1-715-349-2195
The Stockbridge-Munsee Band of the Mohicans

      Shawano County
The Stockbridge-Munsee Band of the Mohicans has adopted the “Many Trails” symbol as a representation of strength, hope and endurance representing the many moves it has endured since leaving New York in the 1700s.  Its 18.600 hectare (46,000-acre) reservation documents the tribe’s history, including more than 100 years in Wisconsin.  The Arvid E. Miller Memorial Library Museum, Weatuk Village and Lutheran Indian Mission Church and School are among the cultural highlights.  The tribe’s annual Pow-wow is held during the second weekend in August.

www.mohican.com; 00+1-715-793-4111

For free Wisconsin travel information and travel-planning guides visit travelwisconsin.com or call the Wisconsin Department of Tourism at 
00+1-608-261-8187.  Travelers can also obtain guides and information at the Wisconsin Welcome Centers, located in select state-border cities.
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