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From Waterfalls to Lighthouses
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FALL IN WISCONSIN IS THE PERFECT TIME FOR A PHOTO ADVENTURE

Spectacular Scenery Makes for Great Images All Year

 
MADISON, Wis. – As the days get shorter, and the fall air becomes crisp, Wisconsin’s landscape takes on a world of color.  Framed by brilliant fall foliage, many of the state’s most notable natural and man-made attractions become magnets for amateur and professional photographers.  In the summer these same attractions take on the glow of the sun and in the winter, the sparkle of the snow. So grab your camera and some film, and check out these Wisconsin highlights:

Lighthouses 

Few things create an aura of romance quite like the view of a majestic lighthouse standing watch over swirling coastal waters.  This scene becomes even more striking as rich autumn colors provide a spectacular backdrop.  In the spring, your camera can capture the beautiful blooms and wildlife waking up from a long winter.

Known for its picturesque coastal towns, specialty shops, fish boils, cherry and apple orchards and scenic beauty, Door County (00+1-920-743-4456; www.doorcounty.com) offers more kilometers of shoreline, more state parks and more lighthouses than any other county in America.  Built in 1869, Cana Island is one of Door County's most identifiable landmarks.  Rising about 25 meters (81 feet), the white steel and brick tower watches over the Lake Michigan waters near Bailey's Harbor.  Located on a small island, the lighthouse is accessible from shore via a causeway.  

-more-

Rising from Door County's western shores, Eagle Bluff stands 13 meters tall (43 feet).  Built in 1868, the lighthouse is situated in the picturesque beauty of Peninsula State Park in Fish Creek. Other Door County lights include Sherwood Point, Chambers Island, Pilot Island and Potawatomi.
Made up of more than 20 islands dotting the Lake Superior shoreline near Bayfield, the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore (00+1-715-779-3397; www.nps.gov/apis) features one of the most impressive collections of lighthouses in the United States.  Eight historic lighthouses keep watch over the cold Lake Superior waters.  Many of the lighthouses are still active. Found near the western end of the archipelago, the red sandstone structure of Sand Island was erected in 1881 and the first to be automated in 1921. The Sand Island light tower begins as a square at the base, and then gracefully flows into an octagon as the tower nears the top.  Many believe it to be one of the most beautiful lighthouses in the Great Lakes.  Michigan Island has two lights.  The first tower was built in 1856.  It was mistakenly built on the island with its original destination intended to be Long Island.  The original 19,5 meter (64-foot) whitewashed stone structure, built on Michigan Island, was closed for a period of years.  It was re-lit in 1869 and was replaced by the new 34-meter (112-foot) steel tower in 1929.  The Apostle Islands National Lakeshore is also home to Raspberry Island, Devil's Island, Outer Island and Madeline Island lights.

Although the majority of Wisconsin’s lighthouses are found on its two great lakes, spectacular lighthouses can also be found on Lake Winnebago. Lake Winnebago is Wisconsin’s largest inland lake.  Lighthouse enthusiasts can head to the picturesque shoreline of Lakeside Park and Lighthouse in Fond du Lac (00+1-920-923-3010; www.fdl.com).  The lighthouse provides spectacular views of the lakeshore from its observation deck, open to the public.  In nearby Oshkosh, let your camera capture the beauty of Bray Lighthouse (00+1-920-303-9200; www.oshkoshcvb.org) at the mouth of the Fox River.

Waterfalls

The sound of rushing waters echoes through the foliage as fall photographers wander up the trails.  As the trail opens up, the spectacle of millions of liters of water cascading over craggy 
- more -

rocks and into pools below all set against hues of scarlet, gold and ginger set the scene for some of the best fall photography opportunities anywhere.  In the winter, you will see the crisp snow and natural ice sculptures that form along the water.

Cutting through billion-year old black basalt rock, Big Manitou Falls in Douglas County (00+1-715-394-7716; www.visitsuperior.com) drops 50 meters (165 feet) into the waters below as it creates one of the most spectacular waterfall settings east of the Rocky Mountains.  Located in Pattison State Park, the falls offer a multitude of spectacular vistas.  They include three spots along the south rim where photographers can see all of Big Manitou and the pool below.  As the Black River turns away from Big Manitou, it flows through Pattison State Park and takes the nine meter (31-foot) drop over Little Manitou Falls.  It’s a spectacular double falls that drops into an amazingly calm pool below.  Just 16 kilometers (10 miles) east of Superior, fall photo adventurers will come across Amnicon Falls State Park.  Following the Amnicon River, the falls are actually a collection of falls that range in height from one and a half to nine meters.  One photo opportunity visitors must see is the stunning image of the park's covered bridge spanning the Amnicon River between the two main falls.

Billed as Wisconsin’s “Waterfall Capital,” Marinette County (00+1-715-735-6681; www.marinettechamber.com) is home to 14 beautiful waterfalls, all within a short driving distance of each other.   Located just a short walk from the parking area off Morgan Park Road, Long Slide Falls drops more than 15 meters (50 feet) over shale, sandstone and granite, turning the water into a white, frothing torrent.  One of the best collections of waterfalls in the state is found just off Twelve Foot Falls Road, where within three kilometers, photographers can find Eighteen Foot Falls, Twelve Foot Falls and Eight Foot Falls.  In addition to the falls, there is 209 kilometers (130 miles) of ATV trails in the county that will provide a more in-depth look into the beautiful scenery of the area.
Other Wisconsin waterfalls visitors should see include Upson Falls, Potato River Falls, Superior Falls and Saxon Falls in Iron County (00+1-715-561-2922; www.ironcountywi.com), Cascade Falls in Polk County (00+1-715-483-1410; www.polkcountytourism.com), and Copper Falls and Morgan Falls in Ashland County (00+1-715-373-6125; www.travelbayfieldcounty.com).

- more -
Scenic Beauty 
With its rolling landscape, thousands of lakes and rivers, two Great Lakes and nearly 6,5 million hectares (16 million acres) of lush forests, Wisconsin offers fall color photographers a collection of scenes that is hard to match.  In the spring, photographers can capture the new blooms of the flowers and plants.

The Apostle Islands National Lakeshore (00+1-715-779-3397; www.nps.gov/apis) at Wisconsin’s northern tip is a scenic chain of 22 islands just off the shore of Bayfield.  Visitors are treated to natural beauty that includes the waters of Lake Superior, stunning sandstone rock formations rich with hues of yellow, orange, pink and red, and spectacular sea caves.  

Located on a magnificent 24 kilometer (15-mile) stretch of the Wisconsin River, the Wisconsin Dells (00+1-608-254-7180; www.wisdells.com) is noted for its natural beauty.  The Dells’ glacially sculpted sandstone cliffs erupt into a fall color extravaganza as they rise up to 30 meters (100 feet) above the waters of the Wisconsin River.  Fall color lovers will want to ride one of the many boat or amphibious duck tours for the best views of the fall color show.

Some of the best places to capture the vast beauty of Wisconsin’s vibrant fall landscape are on high ground.  The state’s highest point, Timm’s Hill (00+1-715-339-4505; www.co.price.wi.us) near Ogema in central Wisconsin rises 595 meters (1,951 feet) above sea level and provides a breathtaking vantage point from which to peer at the golden wash of the wooded hillsides below.  In southwestern Wisconsin, La Crosse’s Granddad Bluff (00+1-608- 782-2366; www.explorelacrosse.com) offers the perfect perch for fall color viewing.  Towering 165 meters (540 feet) above the Mississippi River, this limestone bluff boasts spectacular panoramas of the city, river and countryside below.  The 152-meter (500-foot) bluffs at Devil’s Lake State Park (00+1-608-356-8301; www.wiparks.net) near Baraboo offer beautiful vistas of the ancient, 145 hectare (360-acre) glacial lake, boulder-strewn shorelines and rolling hills beyond.
For more great fall photo adventures, and free Wisconsin travel-planning guides and information, call the Wisconsin Department of Tourism at 1-800-432-TRIP/8747 or 
00+1-608-261-8187 or visit travelwisconsin.com.  Visitors can also obtain guides and information at various Wisconsin Welcome Centers, located in select state-border cities.

#  #  #
[image: image2.jpg]Travelers spend $12 billion in Wisconsin every year.

P.O. Box 8690 ¢ Madison, WI 53708-8690 e Telephone: 608/266-7621 ¢ FAX: 608/266-3403 ¢ www.travelwisconsin.com ® www.wisconsin.gov





[image: image1.png][image: image2.jpg]