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FOR LEISURELY DRIVES, FALL IS THE SEASON

Brilliant Colors, Scenic Routes Mean Excellent Autumn Touring In Wisconsin

 
MADISON, Wis. (July 2, 2005) – Although Wisconsin’s winding country roads provide a gateway to picturesque views year-round, autumn is the time when motorists are really  “wowed.”  Brilliant colors illuminate the landscape, making a back roads tour through rolling fields and lush forests a true treasure.  Primetime for fall-color viewing lasts six to eight weeks, with colors peaking first along the Lake Superior shoreline and throughout Wisconsin’s Northwoods in mid- to late-September.  A few weeks later, colors peak in central Wisconsin from the Mississippi River valley on the state’s western border to the Door Peninsula on its eastern edge.  Finally, in mid-October, the display in southern Wisconsin reaches its pinnacle.


The following routes are examples of some of the spectacular auto tours available to travelers of Wisconsin’s roads this fall:

The Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail is a highway-based auto tour highlighting the best birding spots, wildlife refuges and reserves on five regions of the state.  Free, full-color regional guides complete with driving directions, maps, bird and wildlife descriptions, contact phone numbers and Web sites makes auto touring easy.  The Northwoods Lake Superior/North Woods edition is now available and the second guide covering the Mississippi/Chippewa Rivers area is scheduled to be published in fall 2005.  (608/266-0545; www.wisconsinbirds.org/trail/)

- more -

Apostle Islands National Lakeshore − Enjoy a breathtaking experience along Lake Superior’s shoreline where sandstone cliffs and accessible sea caves captivate you.  The Apostle Islands are a chain of 21 islands just off the shores of the town of Bayfield on Wisconsin’s northern tip. Visitors are engaged by the stunning rock formations and six historic lighthouses, considered to be one of the finest collections in the country.  The area is also a center for deepwater fishing and sailing. Those who prefer to see the islands on foot can traverse more than 50 miles of hiking trails and explore abandoned quarries, historic logging sites and old farmsteads. (715/779-3397; www.nps.gov/apis)
Cranberry Highway – With fall comes harvest season, and in central Wisconsin, the scarlet gems of the cranberry marshes take center stage.  More than 60 miles of country roads wind their way along the banks of the Wisconsin River in the Wisconsin Rapids area, taking motorists past cranberry marshes flooded to bring the tart, crimson jewels to the surface for harvesting.  On the Cranberry Highway, visitors can embark on self-guided tours of rural Wood County.  Guided tours of cranberry marshes and a receiving station are offered on special dates. Cranberry Highway also takes visitors to Wisconsin’s Cranberry Discovery Center located in the historic Union Cranberry Warehouse in downtown Warrens. Partake in a journey through the history, and technology of Wisconsin’s cranberry industry from its Native American origins to today.    For a palette-pleasing respite, travelers can stop at one of the local vendors to taste a variety of cranberry treats, including cranberry sundaes, muffins and cheesecake.  

(1-800-554-4484; www.cranberryhighway.com)

Door County − Always picturesque, Door County is particularly breathtaking. Known for its picturesque coastal towns, specialty shops, fish boils, cherry and apple orchards and scenic beauty, Door County is home to more miles of shoreline, more state parks and more lighthouses than any other county in America. Cana Island is one of Door County's most identifiable landmarks.  Rising 81 feet, the white steel and brick tower watches over the Lake Michigan waters near Bailey's Harbor. Standing watch over Door County's western shores, Eagle Bluff stands 43 feet tall and is situated in the scenic beauty of Peninsula State Park in Fish Creek. Other Door County lights include Sherwood Point, Chambers Island, Pilot Island and Potawatomi. (1-800-52-RELAX; www.doorcounty.com)
- more -

Great Divide Scenic Byway − This striking 29-mile route on State Highway 77 between Glidden and Hayward takes motorists through the northwestern portion of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest.  The route’s pristine beauty, including some of Wisconsin’s best wilderness views, led the National Forest Service to designate it a Scenic Byway.  It runs through woodlands that are home to black bears, timber wolves, elk and white-tailed deer and crosses lakes and swamps alive with beavers, loons and bald eagles.  In the fall, hemlocks and maples explode in a kaleidoscope of gold, red and orange hues.  (715/264-2511)

Great River Road – Recognized as a National Scenic Byway by the Federal Highway Administration, Wisconsin’s Great River Road parallels the Mississippi River on State Hwy. 35 

and is considered among America’s best drives.  Spanning 250 miles from Kieler to Prescott, the route runs through nostalgic river towns and passes two national wildlife refuges.  Fascinating historic sites include Villa Louis in Prairie du Chien, a meticulously restored Victorian mansion that was once the home of Wisconsin’s first millionaire; Stonefield Village in Cassville, a replica of a 1900s farming community; and the Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum in Pepin.  Carved by water, the tree-topped limestone bluffs along the banks of the Mississippi become pedestals for beautiful autumn colors.  The Society of American Travel Writers named the Great River Road one of the top ten scenic drives in the country. (1-800-658-9424; www.wigreatriverroad.org)

Hilltop Color Tour − Observe the scenery of central Wisconsin from the top of the state’s highest points. The Hilltop Color Tour is the ideal route for fall-color viewing providing three unforgettable experiences. At Rib Mountain State Park, a 60-foot-tall observation tower provides a breathtaking vantage point for seeing the Wisconsin River Valley. (1-888-948-4748; www.wausaucvb.com) At 1,952 feet above sea level, Timm’s Hill near Ogema is Wisconsin’s highest point and presents visitors a birds-eye perspective of miles of vividly colored landscape. (1-800-269-4505; www.co.price.wi.us) The Highground Veterans Memorial Park in Neillsville sits atop a ridge overlooking hillsides blazing in autumn blush. (715/743-4224; www.thehighground.org)     

Kettle Moraine Scenic Drive – Winding its way from Whitewater Lake to Elkhart Lake, this 120-mile route connects the Northern and Southern Units of the Kettle Moraine State Forest.  The forest is named for land formations created by glaciers more than 10,000 years ago:  “kettle” 

- more -

referring to the cuplike depressions in the terrain and “moraine” referring to the ridges.  These unique geological features contribute to the character of the rolling landscape, with autumn’s palette enhancing the area’s natural beauty.  (262/594-6200; www.wiparks.net)

Marinette County Waterfalls Tour – Known as “Wisconsin’s Waterfall Capital,” Marinette County in the state’s northeastern region is home to more than a dozen waterfalls.  Several of Wisconsin’s major rivers begin in this region, including the Pine, Pike, Popple, Peshtigo and Wolf rivers, and their fast-flowing waters create picturesque rapids and falls.  A short hike from U.S. Hwy. 141, the Pemebonwon River plunges nearly 50 feet, creating one of the area’s most scenic waterfalls, Long Slide Falls.  With the accent of fall colors, the driving tour through Marinette County is even more memorable.  (1-800-236-6681; www.marinettecounty.com/waterfls.htm)

St. Croix National Scenic Riverway − One of the most picturesque and least-developed areas in the Midwest is the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway. The river-way is made up of more than 250 miles of the St. Croix and Namekagon rivers and was established to preserve the area’s natural resources and provide outdoor recreation. Paddlesports enthusiasts can hit the water in a canoe to explore the dramatic scenery, including islands, valleys, cliffs, bays and backwaters. Wildlife watching is another popular activity, as the area is home to thriving animal habitats, including eagles, ospreys, owls and beavers, among other wildlife.  Seven hiking trails are found along the river-way, many of which can be used year-round. The changing colors of the fall season craft St. Croix National Scenic Riverway into an outdoor bliss. (715/483-3284; www.nps.gov/sacn/index.htm)
For more information about Wisconsin’s auto tours, updates on peak fall-color conditions and free travel-planning guides, visit travelwisconsin.com or call the Wisconsin Department of Tourism’s 24-hour, live-operated toll-free number, 1-800-432-TRIP(8747).  Travelers can also obtain free guides and information at the Wisconsin Travel Information Centers, located in select state-border cities.
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