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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BIRD WATCHERS TAKE NOTE:  

SECOND EDITION OF FREE WISCONSIN BIRDING GUIDE IS NOW AVAILABLE


MADISON, Wis. (November 28, 2005) – The second edition of the popular Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail Guide is hot off the presses, just in time for bird watchers to track Wisconsin bird migration season.  The second of five highway-based viewing guides, the Mississippi River/Chippewa Rivers edition offers driving directions, maps, bird and wildlife descriptions, as well as contact phone numbers and Web sites for 67 birding hot spots and waypoints from the sandbar sloughs of the Mississippi River to the trout streams of Grant County.


Printed in a travel-friendly 6- by 11-inch format, the free 60-page, full-color guide features information gathered from 13 counties in the Mississippi and Chippewa Rivers watershed region.  Each site, nominated locally and evaluated as part of the regional project, will be marked with the program’s distinctive Sandhill Crane logo.  The guide is available by calling the Wisconsin Department of Tourism at 1-800-432-TRIP/8747, visiting travelwisconsin.com or stopping in one of the Wisconsin Welcome Centers.  Maps and waypoints from the first two editions are listed on travelwisconsin.com. 

The third edition, set for release in 2006, will highlight birding along Lake Michigan, followed in successive years by Central Sands Prairie and Southern Savanna Trails editions.  The first edition covered the Lake Superior and Northwoods region and is still available while supplies last. The Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail is a project of the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative and the Wisconsin DNR, Endangered Resources Program. 

The Wisconsin Department of Tourism offers free guides on seasonal recreation and events, lodging facilities, biking, golf, historic sites and more.  Publications can be ordered by calling the Wisconsin Department of Tourism’s live-operated info line at 1-800-432-TRIP/8747 or by visiting travelwisconsin.com.  Travelers can also obtain guides and information at Wisconsin Welcome Centers located in select state-border cities. 

# # #

Editor’s Note: Great Wisconsin Birding & Nature Trail Coordinator, Susan Foote-Martin, discusses birding in Wisconsin and the latest edition of the birding guide in the attached audio clips.

Audio Clip 1:  Susan discusses why the free guide is a great resource for birders.

Audio Clip 2: Susan talks about Wisconsin as a great birding destination.

