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FEATURE RELEASE

WISCONSIN’S BEST SPORTS BARS

MADISON, Wis. (September 29, 2005) - As one might expect in a state where church services get moved to accommodate the Packer schedule and pre-game tailgate parties are considered an art form, Wisconsin boasts some of the largest and liveliest sports bars in the country.  From the shadows of Camp Randall Stadium to the snowy North Woods, visitors will find hundreds of sports-oriented establishments in which they can eat, drink, cheer on their favorite team – and maybe even rub elbows with some of the players.  Here are a few of our favorites:

Milwaukee  

In Milwaukee, any talk of sports bars begins with Major Goolsby’s (414/271-3414; www.majorgoolsbys.com).  Recently cited by Sports Illustrated as America’s 4th-best sport bar, Goolsby’s is more than just a convenient stop for a pre-game cheeseburger.  Located across from the U.S. Cellular Arena and the Bradley Center, it is frequented by many Bucks and visiting NBA players, not to mention entrepreneurs looking to provide ticketless patrons with a passport to basketball games, hockey games and concerts.  Two blocks to the north, the cavernous Game Time (414/283-5300) offers all the big screen basics just steps from the Bradley Center door.  Visiting college teams often stay several blocks to the south, at the Hilton Milwaukee City Center, with their fans congregating at the hotel’s Miller Time Pub (414/271-BEER/2337; www.millertimepub.com).  Across the river, the Water Street district bustles with a host of sports-centric night spots, many of which are hangouts of Marquette and UW-Milwaukee players.  March Madness also hits a fever pitch on the Upper East Side at Hooligan’s (414/273-5230; www.hooliganssuperbar.com), whose unique triangular layout bursts at the seams during tournament weekends and Packer game days.  For baseball fans, nirvana can be found at Kelly’s Bleachers (414/258-9837; www.kellysbleachers.net), where busloads of fans – and the occasional player – come before and after Brewers games.

Madison

Few campuses in America celebrate college football Saturdays with the gusto of Madison.  With 50,000+ students and tens of thousands of alumni descending upon Camp Randall Stadium on game days, the nearby Regent Street bar district turns into a Midwestern Mardi Gras.  Among the most popular watering holes are the Big Ten Pub (608/251-6375), Regent Street Retreat (608/256-7750) and Stadium Bar (608/256-2544).  Further from the stadium, State Street Brats (608/255-5544; www.statestreetbrats.com) draws fans in search of Wisconsin’s ubiquitous tailgate food, while the Great Dane Brew Pub (608/284-0990; www.greatdanepub.com) offers game day shuttle bus service along with potent stouts, ales and pilsners.  

Green Bay

The tailgating at Lambeau Field may be legendary, but for many sports fans the real action takes place at any of several local establishments.  Located just west of the stadium, Kroll’s West (920/497-1111; www.krollswest.com/lounge.html) is a favorite pre- and post-game meeting place and, for those without a (green and) golden ticket, a prime in-game destination. Be sure to get there early so you can join the crowd in “welcoming” the opposing team’s buses as they pull into the Lambeau parking lot.  On the other side of the stadium, The Bar on Holmgren Way (920/499-9989; www.meetatthebar.com) offers fans the full gamut of food, drink and big screen TV’s as well as scores of fans looking to buy or sell tickets.  Other Titletown sports bars worth noting include the aptly named Stadium View Bar (920/498-1989), and – how could we leave this out? – Brett Favre’s Steakhouse (920/499-6874; www.brettfavressteakhouse.com).

La Crosse and Eau Claire

Although neither of these western Wisconsin college towns have pro or NCAA Div. I sports teams, they field nationally ranked Div. III squads and are home to tens of thousands of sports aficionados.  Visitors will find plenty of world class watering holes in each, including Glory Days (608/782-4005), and Ringside (608/782-9192) in La Crosse, Double Days Sports Bar & Grill (715/833-2255) and Tailgate Sports Bar & Grill (715/552-1733) in Eau Claire and Brothers (608/784-0522), located in both La Crosse and Eau Claire.  Also, located in nearby Stone Lake, visitors can kick back and watch the big game at the Hideaway Sport Bar and Grille (715/865-5082), which claims to have the largest collection of sports memorabilia in the state.

Eagle River, Hayward and Elkhart Lake

While football and basketball get most of the attention, Wisconsin also offers many world-class motorsports events – and establishments that cater to their fans.

In Eagle River, home to the World Championship Snowmobile Derby, all talk revolves around snowmobiling once the temperatures plummet.  Indeed, most pubs in this area (and across Wisconsin’s Northwoods) have as many snowmobiles as cars in their parking lots during winter.  Notable establishments include Shooters Sports & Spirits 

(715/479-5565) and Sweetwater Spirits (715/479-4872) in Eagle River and Thunderbird Pass Bar & Grill in St. Germain.  In Elkhart Lake, the Road America auto racing crowd congregates at Siebkin’s (920/876-2600; www.siebkens.com), where patrons can run the gamut from weekend warriors to international open-wheel racing icons.  
For more information on the sports bars and restaurants, as well as sporting events, in Wisconsin, the public can visit travelwisconsin.com or call the Wisconsin Department of Tourism’s 24-hour, live-operated toll-free number,1-800-432-TRIP/8747.  Travelers can also obtain guides and information at the Wisconsin Welcome Centers, located in select state-border cities.
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