NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURE – MICHIGAN

Destinations:

City of Good Hart
Nestled along a portion of scenic highway snaking its way around the curves and turns of the Lake Michigan shoreline is Good Hart. In addition to its' status as a thriving resort area, Good Hart also has the privilege of a history rich in Native American lore and local legend. Travelers along Lake Shore Drive (M-119) can't help but notice the quaint Good Hart General Store situated steps from the scenic roadway. Visitors will enjoy homemade baked goods, fresh jams and preserves, a delicious selection of prepared foods, and a dizzying assortment of the area's finest tees and sweats. Next door is Primitive Images, a rustic decor retailer specializing in native creations.

Mackinac Island
Mackinac Island over the decades has been rightly referred as the " Gem of the Great Lakes". A truly unique destination where all motor vehicles has been prohibited & the carriage rides takes the visitor back in time. Grand Hotel is the Nation's largest resort with other great hotels, B & B's and an island filled with Native American lore & rich history of the fur trading during the British & French rule.

City of Metamora
Metamora Township is located between Oxford and Lapeer. Metamora's namesake was derived from a Native American term meaning “among the Hills.” Offering wide open spaces with elevations from 903 feet at Lake Metamora to 1,280 feet at Mount Christie, it definitely does sit on a higher plane. Metamora is a place where you can escape from the fast pace of city life to the old town atmosphere. One of Metamora's famous landmarks, White Horse Inn, located downtown is a famous eatery.

Mount Pleasant
Way more than you'd expect and a lot more fun! From fast paced casino games and slots at the largest casino in the Midwest, to the quiet splendor of a canoe trip down the scenic Chippewa River, or the sound of 30,000 fans at a Central Michigan University football game. Our area's rich Native American heritage, 15 championship golf courses, fabulous shopping or dining, and quality lodging for any budget make Mount Pleasant a great vacation destination. 

Tecumseh
Tecumseh is truly a piece of American History. There are few cities in Michigan that can boast the rich heritage and cultural antiquity of the architecture that are commonplace in this very special town. With a past that stretches all the way back to its founding in 1824, our memoirs include hearty early settlers such as Musgrove Evans and native Americans such as its namesake, the Shawnee chief Tecumseh. From the historic homes to numerous churches, picturesque landscape to quaint downtown shopping district, Tecumseh remains one of the last great examples of "small town America." 

Properties:

Ah-Nab-Awen Park – Grand Rapids
Once the site of a Native American village, this 6.5-acre park began as a bicentennial project which involved extensive public design input. The name, Ah-Nab-Awen, was proposed by the Elders of the Three Fires Council and means, "Resting Place." The Park exhibits numerous pieces of art and interpretive markers and is often viewed in the context of the later addition to the site, the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum. Ah-Nab-Awen Park hosts many large community-wide festivals including the July 4th fireworks and Celebration on the Grand.

Besser Museum for Northeast Michigan – Alpena
Come visit Northeast Michigan's center for art, history and science with our displays of arts and crafts, Native Americans, geology, industry, and a recreated 1890's street of shops. Our 19th century historic buildings including the Green School, Spratt Church, Maltz exchange Bank, and McKay Log Cabin.

Creekside Herbs & Art – Cedarville 
Creekside Herb has a local Native American exhibit along with local and regional potters and artists. We provide education, hand crafted products, earth friendly products and plants all in a setting to promote well being.

Days Gone By B & B – Northport 
Choose from rooms of Victorian character, or our fascinating Native American room. Awaken to the smell of delicious pastries, fresh coffee, and other palate tempting delicacies served at your full gourmet breakfast. Evenings, you may enjoy complimentary local wine.

Father Marquette National Memorial – St. Ignace
Overlooking the Straits of Mackinac, the open air National Memorial and 15-station interpretive trail tells the story of the 17th century missionary and explorer Jacques Marquette and the meeting of French and Native American cultures in the North American wilderness. In a spectacular setting with a panoramic view of the Mackinac Bridge.

Four Directions – Ann Arbor
See treasures from the Earth; rocks, minerals, fossils, Native American artifacts. We also have pottery, drums, candles, and other items from the Southwest.

Grand Traverse Heritage Center – Traverse City
Located in a riverside park, see the Con Foster Collection featured in new galleries including artifacts from Native American culture, railroads, the state asylum, a blacksmith shop, one-room schools, an old time parlor and guns. Free parking in adjacent lot or on street. An era gone by, but not forgotten, the Maritime Heritage Alliance is recognized for it's success in the construction, restoration of wooden vessels, promoting the history of maritime activities in these Great Lakes with artifacts, exhibits, seminars and activities designed to instill an appreciation of our heritage.

Hiawatha Water Trail – Marquette 
Gitche Gumee, the Ojibwa (Native American) name for Lake Superior, has inspired all who have stood on her shore or paddled her waters. Running 120 miles from Big Bay to Grand Marais Michigan on Lake Superior’s south shore, the Hiawatha Water Trail (HWT) follows a shoreline paddled by Native Americans, Voyageurs and early European explorers. Experience some of the most scenic paddling available in the Midwest at places such as Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Grand Island National Recreation Area, Hiawatha National Forest and other public lands. Stopping in at the communities of Big Bay, Marquette, Munising and Grand Marais, a paddler finds places filled with history and friendly people.

Island Point State Forest – Naubinway
Indian Lake State Park is located on Indian Lake, the fourth largest inland lake in the Upper Peninsula with an area of 8,400 acres. It is six miles long and three miles wide. The lake was once called M'O'Nistique Lake. According to 1850 surveyor records, Native Americans lived in log cabins near the outlet of the lake. The park provides swimming, in clean shallow waters, fishing, with perch, walleye, rock bass, just a few of the fish you'll catch in the lake. A variety of hiking opportunities are also available throughout the park. One section being ADA accessible. The lake has a maximum depth of 18 feet, which is best suited for smaller boats. 

Kingman Museum (in Leila Arboretum) – Battle Creek 
Digistar planetarium and three floors of exciting hands-on exhibits featuring dinosaurs, Native Americans, plants, animals. Geology, astronomy, human embryos and the human body. Great for individuals, families, groups, and schools. Tours, programs, library, educational trunks for loan.

Leelanau State Park – Northport
Welcome to Leelanau State Park, located at the tip of the little finger on the beautiful Leelanau Peninsula, where over 1,300 acres are waiting for visitors to enjoy. The word "Leelanau" is the Native American word for "A Land of Delight" and could not better describe the area. The park has the Grand Traverse Lighthouse Museum, a rustic campground, two mini cabins, 8.5 miles of hiking/skiing trails and a picnic area. 

Lotus Gallery – Ann Arbor
Oriental antiques, ceramics, prints, netsuke and jade jewelry, contemporary Chinese paintings, Native American art. Hours by appointment only.  

Main Frame Gallery – Mount Pleasant
Native American Sculpture, Pottery, and other Local Michigan Contemporary Fine Art.  

Monroe County Historical Museum & The George A. Custer Exhibits – Monroe
Located in the heart of downtown Monroe in a 1909 old Post Office building, on the site of General and Mrs. Custer's original home, this county museum houses one of the largest collections of 18th & 19th century artifacts relating to Southeast Michigan. Exhibits include Native American culture, Early French settlers, Victoriana, the Civil War and military veterans, seasonal displays and many materials from local history & Gen. George Armstrong Custer. 

Muskegon County Museum – Muskegon
Our museum shows a historical exhibit of Native Americans and lumbering. Temporary exhibits highlight special topics. We also have hands on exhibits including a science center.

Navarre-Anderson Trading Post – Monroe

The Trading Post complex is set up to represent a French pioneer homestead along the River Raisin. The main building, built in 1789 by Utreau Navarre, is the oldest wooden residence still standing in the state. It is the most complete example of French-Canadian piece-sur-piece construction in the Old Northwest. It has been restored to 1797. Other buildings include an 1810 cookhouse and a replica 1790’s French-Canadian style barn.

Negaunee Historical Society Museum – Negaunee
A regional museum dedicated to all aspects of Negaunee's iron mining heritage. The museum features three floors of exhibits including a 19th century living room, shelves of an old hardware store, a historical look at Negaunee sports, a military display, old dentist equipment, a St. Paul's School display, an entire floor dedicated to mining, a Dominic Jacobetti display, Native American artifacts, an old kitchen, a railroad display and a city band display. 

Nokomis Learning Center – Okemos
The Nokomis Native American Cultural Learning Center is dedicated to the preservation and presentation of the history, Arts, and culture of the Anishinaabe people - the Ojibwa, Odawa, and Potawatomi nations. The Center fulfills this mission through programs, exhibitions and special events.
North American Indian Association of Detroit
The NAIA continues to flourish, always evaluating the changing needs of our community and taking active steps to address those needs. The oldest urban Indian center in the United States and are dedicated to serving the needs of our community. In 1940, a group of American Indians in Detroit organized the North American Indian Club, which became known as The Detroit Indian Center, and later...The North American Indian Assocation of Detroit, Incorporated. The original purpose was to promote self-suffciency for Native Americans through education assistance, employment training and awareness of available human services; and to foster and preserve Native American culture and heritage. These primary purposes continue today.

Northfork Farms and Outback – Webberville
Family fun days - visit the historical West. Life-like Native American and Western frontier from the 1800's. Lots of fun things for the kids to do including horseback riding.

Ogaukawning Church – Bay City
The most visible reminder of early Native American inhabitants is the Ogaukawning Church. Established in 1847, the Indian Mission Church was built by Methodist missionaries to serve the Chippewa Indians at the Kawkawlin settlement in northern Bay County. The church and its grounds were the social and religious center of the Kawkawlin Chippewa community until the late 1940's. Today the Mission Church is under the trusteeship of the remaining members of the off-reservation Chippewas. It is currently being restored by a small group of individuals who want to maintain the integrity of the Chippewa's place in the history of this community.

Pentoga Park – Crystal Falls
Pentoga Park is located in the beautiful Upper Peninsula of Michigan on the southern tip of Chicagon Lake in Iron County. Iron County purchased the land for this park in 1924 as a tribute to the Native Americans that congregated here, and to preserve their burial grounds. Enjoy the natural environment, and view the Wooden burial structures that have endured time to protect and mark the graves of the ancient Ojibwa bands that made this spot their permanent area headquarters in the 1800s. The park offers swimming, fishing, boating, camping and more. 

Sanilac County Historical Village & Museum – Port Sanilac
This Historic Village, located on the 1853 estate of Dr. Joseph Loop, boasts seven historic buildings on a 10-acre campus. The country doctor’s 20-room Victorian mansion is the flagship of the village that includes the Platts General Store circa 1900, the 157-year-old Huckins One-room Schoolhouse, the 1883 Banner Pioneer Log Cabin, and what is probably the state’s last remaining historic Barn Theater. Extensive Victorian gardens are the envy of local horticulturists and their important permanent exhibits include a marine shipwreck room and a separate dairy industry museum, along with old-time carriages, military and Native American exhibits. 

Studio 23 – Bay City
Studio 23 holds two grand exhibit spaces. The Rowley Gallery on the north side, and the Tabor Gallery winding through the south corridor. Our yearly exhibitions include the All-Area Exhibit, Kids Kreations, and Teen Works. Studio 23/The Art Center holds multiple cultural and various medium exhibits like The East Asian Art Exhibit and Native American Art Exhibit, digital photography, traditional black & white photography, painting, sculpture, printmaking, and a variety of other mediums. 

The Brown Trout Restaurant & Tavern – Indian River
We represent the past ... surrounded by the present. Inside, the tavern is decorated with old Native American paintings, rustic mounts, and hickory furniture. Fresh popcorn, tasty appetizers, filling sandwiches and a full menu of American cuisine.

Tower Of History – Sault Ste. Marie
An express elevator whisks you to the top of the 21 story structure to a spectacular view of the historic St. Mary's River, rapids, Sault Locks, and the International Bridge. See the twin cities and natural beauty for 20 miles. Telescopes are available, and this is a great place for camera and binocular buffs. The lower level of the tower features a mini-museum of Native American culture and a video of the early history of the area. 

Tri-Cities Historical Museum – Grand Haven
The Tri-Cities Historical Museum provides visitors an opportunity to look through the windows of time into the history of Northwest Ottawa County, including the communities of Grand Haven, Spring Lake, and Ferrysburg. Fur trader Rix Robinson established his trading post in 1821 not far from the very spot on which the present museum rests. Offering exhibits for the entire family to enjoy. Exhibits which illustrate that throughout history - people, places, and things have played key roles in bringing about the quality of life enjoyed in Northwest Ottawa County today which tell the stories of native Americans, early pioneers, lumberjacks, and French voyageurs. Victorian period rooms, medicine, agriculture, lumbering, maritime, tourism, and other exhibits portraying day-to-day life-styles can be enjoyed by people of all ages and interests. Open year around six days a week. 

Trombley House – Bay City
Considered Bay City’s first real settlers, brothers Joseph and Mader Trombley were drawn to the area around the Saginaw River to make their fortunes trading with Native Americans. Sometime between 1837 and 1839, they built a two-and-a-half story Greek Revival structure, which is thought to be the first frame house erected in Bay County and was considered the finest residence at that time. The Trombley House was relocated to its present site in Veterans Memorial Park in 1981 and is available for touring..

Washtenaw County Historical Society – Ann Arbor
The Museum on Main Street is located in a restored 1839 house and tells the history of Washtenaw County from the Native Americans and first settlers to the present through changing exhibits from the vast collections of the Washtenaw County Historical Society.

Ziibiwing Center – Mount Pleasant
The first changing exhibit of the new Ziibwing Center is a collection of unique and rare North American Indian art & artifacts from the Caleb E. Calkins Collections. Our mission is to teach you about the Anishinabe Culture and life ways through education and exhibits. Learn our heritage and culture of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. Includes exhibits, research center, meeting and conference facilities, cafe and gift shop.

Events:

Native Words, Native Warriors
Air Zoo - Kalamazoo

2/8/07 – 4/8/07
This exhibit – developed by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES) in collaboration with the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian – tells the remarkable story of Native American soldiers who used their native languages on behalf of the U.S. Military during World War I and II. Although many Americans know of the Navajo code talker program, established by the U.S. Marine Corps in September 1942, most are unaware that men from many other nations also used their languages in defense of their country.

City By The Water Powwow
Bay City

7/21/07 – 7/22/07
A celebration of our local Native American heritage featuring traditional dress and dances. Gates open at 10 am both days. Saturday will have two (2) Grand Entrances 1pm and 7pm and Sunday Grand Entrance will be at Noon. Children’s Cultural program to include arts and craft is available throughout the event.

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Nation Pow-Wow
Mount Pleasant

8/3/07 – 8/5/07
Native American competition with dancers, drummers, food and crafts at the Saginaw Chippewa Campgrounds.
2007 Lantern Tours
Navarre-Anderson Trading Post – Monroe

Night-time, lantern guided tours take visitors back through time to old Frenchtown. Meet early habitants and traders, Native Americans and soldiers. Tours take place two weekends in October, rain or snow. Tours leave every 20 minutes from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and last about one hour each. Different themes each year; researched scripts.
Black River Pow Wow and Historical Gathering
Port Huron

7/14/07 – 7/15/07

A Native American Pow Wow complete with dancers, traders and a living village. This event is fun and educational for the whole family, open to the public.
Maple Syrup Festival
Fenner Nature Center – Lansing

3/17/07 – 3/18/07
Come see how sap is collected and made into syrup. Warm up with some hot chocolate and purchase some maple syrup and sugar. Enjoy the nature art on exhibit by local artists including wood carving, painting, photography, and Native American beadwork and handmade flutes. From 11 am - 4 pm, free.
Maple Syrup Day
Chippewa Nature Center – Midland

3/17/07
How sweet it is to hitch a wagon ride and tour the sugar bush at Chippewa Nature Center on March 17, 2007. Sample the freshly tapped results at a pancake breakfast, view Native American demonstrations at the wigwam, settler activities at the homestead and quilters and wood carvers will be at work. Kids have fun with crafts and games.
Driving Tours:

Midland - Harrison - Remus
Start at Midland's "Tridge," a pedestrian bridge with three, 180-foot legs that span the confluence of the Tittabawassee and Chippewa rivers. Throughout history the rivers have been important to Indians, fur traders, loggers, industry, and recreational users. Picnic on the riverbank or shop for produce at the Farmers Market. Take a hike, bike or rollerblade the Pere Marquette Rail Trail from this spot; it's a straight, 30-mile shot to the Herrick Recreational Area near Clare. Scenic spots along the former railroad grade include the Arbutus Bog, Veterans Memorial Park and Sanford Lake Park.

From the Tridge you can also hike the Chippewa Nature Trail four miles to the Chippewa Nature Center. The 1,200 acre private preserve at the confluence of the Pine and Chippewa rivers is home to eagles, gulls, ducks, swallows, and other birds, as well as raccoons, mink, muskrat, beaver, deer, otter and other mammals. Visitor Center displays explore rivers, wetlands, fields and woodlands. Native American exhibits include striking murals, a full size birch bark canoe and outdoor wigwam. Explore six nature trails on your own or time your visit for a special program, such as a guided tour through the colorful Beech Maple woods, an Early Bird Hike to spot late season migrants and early arriving winter birds, and evening and Nature at Night walks.

There's still more of the natural world to see in the city. When Herbert Dow, founder of The Dow Chemical Company, created Dow Gardens 1899 he sculpted and planted according to his simple philosophy, "never reveal the gardens' whole beauty at first glance." Another section of Dow Gardens, the recently acquired, 40-acre Whiting Forest, offers two miles of wooded trails. All of those native plants and trees and you're still within the city limits!  

Depart Midland on State Route 20/Business Route US-10 to US-10 west. Follow that about 12 miles to highway 30 and head north 15 miles to Knox Rd., then turn left and travel 6 miles to Beaverton. This is one of the many small towns in the region that date to the lumber boom of the late 1800's. It was originally known as Grand Forks for its location at the confluence of the Tobacco and Cedar rivers. Tackle the corn maze or find Jack-O-Lantern material at The Wild Pumpkin, or relax at Ross Lake Park. Follow M-18 north from Beaverton 6 miles; just outside of Gladwin turn west on M-61; it's about 14 miles to US-127, the original "Up North Highway." Within 10 miles south on US-127 are a Michigan Welcome Center and the city of Clare, known for its Irish heritage and Amish community.

Continue west on M-61 a few miles to Harrison. Wilson State Park on Budd Lake is a perfect picnic or rest stop; it was the site of the Wilson Brothers Sawmill and Company Store in the late 1800s. 

Continue on M-61 west for 7 miles and turn left on Bringold Rd. to Lake George, another small community that owes its beginnings to lumbering and the railroad. From here you'll zig-zag your way to highway 115: Go west on Mannsiding, south on Hemlock, west on Ashard, and south on Lake Station. At Highway 115 head east to Farwell. En route, just before Lake Station Rd., stop for a hike on the Green Pine Lake Pathway in the Au Sable State Forest. 

From Farwell take head south on Vandecar Rd. 6 miles to Coleman, then west on Coleman about 13 miles to Barryton, at the M-66 junction. Travel south 10 miles on M-66 to Remus, home of the Wheatland Music Festival held in early September. Throughout much of the rest of the year Wheatland hosts other activities dedicated to preserving old-time traditional music and arts. Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited to free jamborees held on the first Saturday of the month and anyone interested-no experience or partner required--is welcome to monthly Saturday night traditional dances (small fee). 

From Remus continue south 5 miles on M-66 to Jackson Rd., where you'll turn east and travel 3 miles to Blanchard. Notice the blazing glory of the maple leaves? Since Native Americans started tapping the trees folks like those at Doodles Sugar Bush in Blanchard have been making homemade maple syrup, maple sugar, maple cream, maple butter and maple candy. 

Pick up Blanchard Rd. and head east 9 miles to Winn. Detour another couple miles north to M-20 and Deerfield County Park, where you can photograph a picturesque covered bridge used only by hikers and cyclists.

Take a side trip to Mt. Pleasant, six miles east of the park. Visit McIntosh Orchards for fresh cider and home-baked apple desserts, or tour the Michigan Maze at Papa's Pumpkin Patch & Farm Market. The Chippewa Indians originally roamed this land and the tribe is an important presence in the region. In Mt. Pleasant their Soaring Eagle Casino is the largest in the Midwest, and the informative Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways celebrates their heritage through exhibits and programs.

Back in Winn continue east 11 miles on Blanchard Rd. to Shepherd. "The Sweetest Little Town Anywhere Around" hosts a big Maple Syrup Festival each April, and boasts a historic school house and rail depot. 

From Shepherd you'll head east on Shepherd Rd. 5 miles to Coleman Rd. Turn south on Coleman to Redstone, then left on a winding Pine River Rd. to Meridan Rd. At US-20 continue eastward to Midland to complete your circle tour of the mid-Mitt.

Hillsdale - Homer - Sturgis
Soybeans, corn, wheat as well as beef cattle, dairy cows and other livestock occupy the land that woolly mammoth roamed, Native Americans lived off, fur trappers traversed, and, beginning in the late 1820's, was settled by white men. The ancient Sauk Trail (US-12) slashes across the center of this fall color route, populated by hundreds of inland lakes and spring fed rivers and streams.

The soil is rich and the terrain features hills and dales-which gave name to Hillsdale County and the city in the center of it. Begin your color tour with a drive along tree-lined streets past fine examples of Victorian homes and businesses of Hillsdale, established in 1839. Next, enjoy the native plantings and trees of Slayton Arboretum on the campus of Hillsdale College, which dates to 1844 (at its present location since 1853). Stroll the nature trail and admire the water features and 1,100 species of plants at the 40-acre Slayton Arboretum. Drive by the cobblestone Poor House made famous in an 1872 verse by local poet Will Carleton.

Depart Hillsdale and travel south on M-99 to Montgomery Rd. (You could detour south on M-49 and wind your way to the very southwest corner of Hillsdale County, where a marker announces the approximate location where three states-Michigan, Indian and Ohio meet.) Travel Montgomery west to Wildwood Rd., then go north to Null Rd./Copeland Rd. Watch for slow moving Amish buggies in the area called California Corners, near the intersection of Copeland and Ray-Quincy Roads. Stop for a pop at Safford's General Store on S. Ray-Quincy Rd. Continue on Copeland Rd. west past the undeveloped Coldwater State Park.

Head westward past I-69 and Silver Lake, and continue on Southern Rd. If you want to see buffalo roam detour north to on Snow Prairie Rd. about 5 miles to Hatmaker Rd. and A.J.'s Bison, where you can purchase buffalo meat and jerky.

Back on Southern Rd. traveling west, prepare for a series of turns and short stretches of scenic country roads: Turn south on George Rd. to Trayer Rd., west to Dauber Rd., north to Round Lake Rd., jog to Silvercrest Rd., to Watt Rd., north on Watt to Fawn River Rd., west to M- 66 and north to the city of Sturgis.

Travel north from Sturgis on M-66 to M-86 and head west to Nottawa Fruit Farm for weekend Fall Family Fun that includes a hayride, pumpkin picking and a petting farm (through October). Purchase a picnic basket lunch and fresh breads and pies from the bakery. Then head out to explore Amish Country, where you'll find an abundance of hand-crafted furniture, quilts and homebaked goods.

Continue your fall color tour north on M-66 to 66/60. Jog west to Mendon for shopping and refreshment at this old stagecoach stop, the halfway point between Detroit and Chicago. Continue eastward on M-66/60 toward Union City, founded in 1833 and named for the union of the Coldwater and St. Joseph Rivers. Don't miss a drive by the renowned Victorian Villa Inn, a romantic B&B that also houses the 19th Century Lighting Co., specializing in fine, authentic lamps and fixtures of the era. The Greek revival style Hammond House Museum was built as a residence more than 150 years ago.

Travel east on M-60 to Homer, with a historic downtown, pleasant Grist Mill Park and the Linear Park along the Kalamazoo River. Ready for refreshments? A detour east of Homer to Sweet Seasons Orchard on Alman Rd. near Concord will yield a bounty of fresh fruit, baked goods and cider, as well as and pumpkins, squash and Indian corn. Get back on M-99 south through Litchfield to Jonesville, at the intersection of the Old Sauk Trail (M-12). Jonesville is home to The Munro House Bed & Breakfast, which dates to 1834 and was a stop on the Underground Railroad. The Grosvenor House Museum, home of a Lt. Governor of Michigan, was designed by the architect responsible for the state capitol building. The 32-room Victorian Italianate mansion, built in 1872-74, is open only weekends through September; with special tours by appointment.

If you feel like browsing old treasures, travel west 5 miles on US-12 to the junction of M-49, and hit hundreds of dealers in Allen, the Antiques Capital of Michigan. Then return to M-99 and head south toward Hillsdale. Complete your fall circle tour with a visit to Glei's Orchards & Greenhouses, just northwest of Hillsdale on Milnes Rd., east of M-99. Since the first orchards were planted in 1918 the Glei family has been a growing local tradition, offering perennials, bedding plants and garden supplies in spring-summer, Christmas trees and Poinsettias in season, and a variety of apples and cider each autumn.
Historic Harbortowns: Exploring Michigan's Beachtowns
Some of those early settlers blasted to widen and change the channels. Some hired crews with wheelbarrows. Sometimes the sand won. But before long there were harbors filled with sailing schooners, steamers, fishing boats and eventually freighters and pleasure craft. There were lighthouses, Coast Guard stations, fruit warehouses and docks. And many of them are still here, waiting for you to explore.

Our tour goes from south to north, but you can start your adventure anywhere. By land or by fresh-water sea, the distance from New Buffalo to Ludington is only 170 miles.

St. Joseph/Benton Harbor - In 1679, where the St. Joseph River meets Lake Michigan, French explorer Robert de La Salle founded Fort Miami. He named the fort for the Indians with whom he planned to trade, and a new commercial center was born. The commerce changed over the years, from furs to fish to fruit, to name a few, but the harbor remains.

You can see La Salle’s world at the Fort Miami Heritage Society’s special exhibit “Shared Waters: Natives and French on the Great Lakes.” Jump ahead a couple of centuries, and you’re at the 1849 Morton House, the home of St. Josephs foremost shipping magnate. Or lunch in Tisconrnia Park, where 600-foot freighters, the sails of pleasure boats, the North Pier Lights and the historic Lighthouse Supply Depot and Keeper’s Dwelling create a perfect Harbortown scene. For a guided St. Joseph maritime tour, call (269) 983-1191.

South Haven - On July 17, 1812, the same day that the British captured Mackinac Island, they also captured Friends Good Will, luring it into the harbor by flying false colors.  Detroit Saturday Night newspaper on June 21, 1913, presented a fictionalized account of this taking:

“It was late in the afternoon when the sloop … approached Mackinaw Island ... The American colors lazily undulated from the flagstaff of the fort.  A soldier in the uniform of the United States army was lounging on the dock.  Otherwise the little hamlet might have been a deserted village ... Slowly Friends Good Will was rounded up to the dock and made fast.  The soldier responded surlily [sic] to Mr. Williams [sic] greeting…. ‘I want to see Mr. Douseman,’ said Williams.  ‘Lives over there,’ said the soldier, indicating one of the larger houses in the row.  By this time the crew was scattered about the dock ... Their arms were on board the sloop … Mr. Williams started towards the row of houses in quest of Douseman.  He had covered perhaps half the distance across the beach when the door of the house opposite opened and a man in the uniform of a British officer stepped out, quickly followed by a detail of soldiers … ‘I am Capt. Roberts of the British service, now in command of yonder fort. … I will arrange for the parole of yourself and crew as noncombatants, but your vessel will be held as a legitimate prize of war.’”

The Great Lakes historic replica tall ship, Friends Good Will, is moored at the Michigan Maritime Museum. Visitors may board the vessel and experience life as an early 19th century sailor. Passenger sails, sunset sails, and overnight adventures are available.

Saugatuck/Douglas - In 1838 Oshea Wilder and his sons laid out a new village at the mouth of the Kalamazoo River. With ambitions to create a port rivaling Chicago’s, they called it Singapore.  Four years later, the misfortune of others kept its settlers alive when flour salvaged after the disastrous mutiny and shipwreck of the Milwaukie fed its residents during a blizzard that raged for 40 days.  Today Michigan’s most famous ghost town—the lost port of Singapore—lies buried beneath the shifting sand dunes of Lake Michigan.

Singapore’s neighbor, Saugatuck, survived. It’s there you can board an authentic sternwheeler, the Star of Saugatuck and see the dunes that cover Singapore while you hear tales of Saugatuck lumbermen, Native Americans, shipwrecks and rugged settlers. You can also cross the Kalamazoo River, just as early settlers did, on board the last remaining hand-cranked Chain Ferry in the United States. Or take a nostalgic tour of the Titanic era steamship, the SS Keewatin, the last luxury liner to sail the Great Lakes.  Finish your Saugatuck adventure with a land and water tour of Saugatuck and Douglas aboard a World War II amphibious vehicle with Harbor Duck Adventures.

Holland - Dutch settlers came to Holland, Michigan, in 1847. Whenever a supply ship arrived, they rowed a flatboat out to the ship, unloaded the supplies, rowed back to shore, transferred the goods over the dune to a second flatboat in Black Lake, and rowed that boat 6 miles to their Kolonie. It is no wonder that they spent the next 60 years attempting to create a channel from Black Lake to Lake Michigan. In 1852, Congress provided piers. They were destroyed by storms. In 1860 the settlers began digging a channel by hand. Wooden piers and lighthouse towers were repeatedly built and lost. Finally, in 1909, converging concrete piers created a lasting Holland Harbor.

Holland’s Dutch heritage is pervasive—even in Big Red, the Holland Harbor Lighthouse with its twin gables. The best place to sample the lives of those early Dutch settlers is the Holland Museum and its Settlers House.

Grand Haven - In the late 17th century, while William Penn was establishing a colony on North America’s east coast, Native Americans and French fur traders were exchanging goods where the Grand River meets the Great Lake and forms a natural harbor. The Indians called the place “Gabagouache” (pronounced phonetically Gaba-go-Wa-chay), which described the widening of the river and the slowing of the current as the flow reached its destination—Lake Michigan.

Today the place is called Grand Haven, and at William Ferry’s Landing, its river—the longest in Michigan—is showcased in brass inlay representing 254 winding miles from Jackson to the lake. Visitors stroll the two-mile boardwalk along the river to the lighthouse and celebrate the Coast Guard Festival. They explore the area’s tales of fur trading, lumbering, commercial fishing and shipbuilding in the Tri-Cities Historical Museum’s two restored historic buildings—the railroad station and the Secadies Department Store.

Muskegon - The sugar sand dunes that surround the harbor formed by Muskegon Lake found an unusual use during World War II. They provided the perfect molding medium for heavy metal foundries producing some of the war materiel that made Michigan the Arsenal of Democracy.

The products of that era are part of Muskegon’s amazing collection of historic vessels. Start with the USS Silversides, the most decorated WWII submarine still afloat. Its crankshaft was cast in Muskegon. You can also see the McLane, a WWII Coast Guard patrol boat, and the LST 393. Visible from the Mart Dock, the LST 393 is one of two surviving WWII Landing Ship Tanks. It took part in D-Day. For a pre-war experience, visit the Milwaukee Clipper, an early car ferry. Then try the newest chapter in Muskegon Maritime Heritage—the Lake Express Car Ferry with daily service to Milwaukee.


Silver Lake/Hart - The sand dunes west of Hart kept Silver Lake from ever becoming a harbor. Swift Lathers thought he could live on the dunes. He carried his lumber to the top of the dunes to build “Lost Village,” which could be covered by the shifting sands for days at a time and then re-emerge. A climb—or even a drive—on the Silver Lake Sand Dunes gives visitors a taste of what Swift must have experienced.

The dunes—or an excursion flight on a Powerchute—also offer an incredible reminder of one of the most tragic days on the Great Lakes—November 11, 1940. On that storm-tossed day, the Navadoc, the Anna C. Minch and the William B. Davoc all went down. You can still see the wreckage from the dunes.

Ludington - In 1859, Charles Mears already had successful sawmills in Lincoln and Hamlin, but he wanted one in Pere Marquette, as Ludington was called until 1864.  He found land on the north side of Pere Marquette Lake, but the channel to Lake Michigan was on the south side. So, he and a crew of 24 worked late into the night to close the existing channel. Fearing someone would try to reopen the channel, he posted a large man named Wilson to guard it. And, after an exhausting three days of work with shovels and wheelbarrows, the new north channel opened.

The north channel paid off handsomely for Mears and for Ludington. Improvements brought more lumber mills, larger schooners, steamers, railroads and car ferries. By 1930, Ludington boasted the largest car ferry fleet in the world. Lake Michigan Carferry still operates one of those ferries—the SS Badger —letting visitors experience the grand age of steamers as they cross the big lake to Manitowok, Wisconsin.  On land, you can explore the world of Charles Mears at Historic White Pine Village, revel in the big lake from atop the Big Sable Point Lighthouse and explore the modern harbor, including the new Waterfront Sculpture Park.

