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EXCITING NEW WILDLIFE CENTERS OPEN IN MINNESOTA

The North American Bear Center
A fascinating new interpretive center in Ely provides detailed insights into the lives of the black bears that roam Minnesota's northern woods.  The North American Bear Center focuses on black bears, but there is also information on grizzlies and how they differ from black bears.  From the center windows and observation deck, visitors can watch three live bears, a massive male, a honey-colored female and an orphaned cub, in a two-acre wooded enclosure with a pond.  Inside, there are updated field notes and a hands-on activity and education area, video clips revealing intimate details of wild bears around Ely and a theatre featuring the best in bear films.   www.bear.org  

The National Eagle Center
The National Eagle Center in Wabasha took flight in its new home capping off a summer that saw the eagle removed from the endangered species list.    Three eagles reside at the center in a special viewing area and are used in educational programs.  Interactive exhibits explain the biology of the eagle, the cultural history of the eagle, its significance as a national symbol and its importance to American Indian cultures.  Minnesota has over 1,300 nesting pairs of eagles, more than any state except Alaska.  Wabasha has one of the largest concentrations of wintering bald eagles in the nation.  About 30 nesting pairs stay year-round in the vicinity of the National Eagle Center.  Vast windows in the new facility and a riverside observation deck enable visitors to watch eagles soaring overhead, perching in trees or fishing along the river.
www.nationaleaglecenter.org   
 
Minnesota has also been home to another renowned wildlife center for the past 15 years.

The International Wolf Center
The International Wolf Center, also located in Ely, advances the survival of wolf populations by teaching about wolves, their relationship to wild lands and the human role in their future.  The facility, opened in 1993, and featuring a resident wolf pack, offers a variety of educational programs for adults and families. Afternoon, weekend and week-long visits include howling trips, radio tracking, snowshoe treks, family activities, dog sledding, videos, presentations, flights over wolf country, demonstrations and hikes.  www.wolf.org 
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