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Encompassing the seven States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, the Great Lakes of North America region is a 
cornucopia of history, sights, tastes and sounds.  Visitors from all over the world 
come to the Great Lakes to sample its rich and diverse cuisine, music and 
stunning landscapes.  Nowhere else in North America will travellers find such 
cities with the ambiance of small towns, old and new cultures living side by side, 
and popular history where we can touch it! 
 

In this issue: 

·  See Michigan’s Lighthouses shine again 
·  Johnny Depp becomes a Public Enemy in Wisconsin 
·  Rev Up Your Engines in Indiana 
·  Illinois’ Summer of Fun 
·  Leaf the Rental Car behind in Ohio 
·  Swing it for a taste of Minnesota 
 
 

See Michigan’s Lighthouses shine again.  

For more than a century an elegant lighthouse on South 
Manitou Island guided ships past the treacherous 
sandbars of Michigan’s Sleeping Bear Dunes. 
Decommissioned in 1958, it spent the next 50 years as 
a mute and lightless memorial to the heyday of Great 
Lakes sailing ships. 
 

But the historic lighthouse is about to enter into a 
second career. On May 30, its lamp will be relit to shine 
again across the storied Manitou Passage.   
 
 

One of the most scenic lighthouses in the USA, the 104-foot lighthouse was 
established in 1839 to mark the crescent-shaped bay at South Manitou, the only 
natural harbour along the eastern coast of Lake Michigan. It was strategically 
located on the heavily trafficked Manitou Passage, which was used by cost-
conscious skippers on the 300-mile eastern route from Chicago to Mackinac  
Island. Schooners took refuge here during storms, and steamers stopped to take 
on wood for their boilers. The current tower dates from 1871. 
 



 
 

 
In related events, the nearby village of Northport will hold its 
first “Lighthouse & Maritime Festival” on June 20. Set near 
the tip of the Leelanau Peninsula, Northport enjoyed a long 
and prosperous career as a maritime port during the 19th 
Century. This year, residents of the town will celebrate that 
heritage by holding the first Northport Lighthouse & Maritime 
Festival, with a traditional Lake Michigan whitefish boil, live 
musical entertainment, a boat-building demonstration, an 
arts and craft show, and other activities.  
 
From September 11-13, 2009, the waters of Grand Traverse 

Bay will swarm with schooners, cutters, sloops and other tall ships during the 
first-ever Michigan Schooner Festival. The three-day festival will feature a wide 
array of sailing vessels, from sleek two-masted cargo schooners and classic 
yachts to tidy little Mackinaw boats and a replica British armed sloop from the 
War of 1812, as well as food, music, tours, rides, cannon-shooting and a Sunday 
morning “Pancakes with Pirates” event. 
 
For more information about other lighthouses and maritime attractions in 
Michigan’s scenic Traverse City area log on to www.visittraversecity.com   
 
 

Johnny Depp Becomes A Public Enemy In Wisconsin  

The Prohibition and the Great Depression of the 1920s and 
'30s were lucrative times for outlaws like Al Capone and John 
Dillinger. Charismatic and successful, they were polarizing 
figures unpopular with the FBI and local police - the honest 
ones, anyway!  The usual suspects were often on the run. And 
that usually meant Wisconsin.  
 
Wooded and rural, Wisconsin was popular among Chicago-
based gangsters for its isolation. The state often played host to 
a number of infamous figures including Capone and Dillinger, a 

history mined by Michael Mann's upcoming movie, Public Enemies , which is 
slated to hit cinemas on 3 July, 2009. Starring Johnny Depp as John Dillinger, 
the movie filmed on several Wisconsin locations and faithfully recreated some of 
crime's most vivid moments.  This summer, go “On the lam” in Wisconsin and 
experience the rich lore and legend of Wisconsin's history and a little Hollywood 
magic for yourself.  www.travelwisconsin.com  



 
 
 
Rev Up Your Engines In Indiana  
www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com 
 
The Indianapolis Motor Speedway will celebrate its 
centennial throughout 2009. This famous oval track opened 
in 1909, first used as a testing ground for the automobile 
industry and then as a racetrack.  
 

·  Numerous special events are planned throughout the 
year—from rock concerts to celebrity appearances.  
Be sure to see the Brickyard 400, the largest 
NASCAR race of the year (July 26) 
www.brickyard400.com  

 
Visitors can experience a cool adrenaline-pumping activity at the Indy Racing 
Experience.  Ride along with a professional driver around the Indy 500 track—
real Indy car with a second seat carved behind the driver.  Experience the same 
speeds and g-forces as the professional drivers at the Indy 500 (180 mph). 
www.indyracingexperience.com  
 

Illinois’ Summer of Fun  

Memorial Day in the USA, (May 25) 
marks the start of the summer festival 
season in Chicago and throughout the 
state, during which the destination 
maintains an array of things to 
celebrate – architecture, art, green, 
food, music, cars, American 
presidents, wine, good shopping value 
and more.  
 

 
Chicago Attractions witness the world premiere of Harry Potter: The Exhibition 
at the Museum of Science and Industry until September 27, 2009. This exhibit 
showcases more than 200 props, artefacts and costumes from the famed Harry 
Potter films.  The Field Museum welcomes visitors to experience Real Pirates in 
an exhibition on display now through October 25, 2009. Featuring the untold 
story of The Whydah, the first authenticated pirate ship ever found, museum 
patrons can view more than 150 pirate artefacts.  



 
 
John Hancock Observatory , one of Chicago’s most visited attractions, recently 
added a new multimedia Sky Tour in six languages, narrated by David 
Schwimmer, a dedicated concierge desk and Espression by Lavazza café.  
 

This summer, the Sears Skydeck will debut the Ledge , adding four fully 
enclosed all-glass bays extending four-feet over the west side of the 103rd floor 
to the already spectacular views extending 50 miles and across four states. The 
revamped lower level experience will include a new interactive exhibit and 
theatre presentation.  
 

The Art Institute of Chicago opened its doors to the newly constructed Modern 
Wing on May 16, 2009. Designed by Renzo Piano and overlooking Millennium 
Park, the new wing houses modern and contemporary collections while offering a 
spectacular view of the adjacent park.  
 
In celebration of the 400th anniversary of the telescope, Chicago’s Adler 
Planetarium is offering an extensive exhibition now until December 31, 2009 – 
Telescopes: Through the Looking Glass. The exhibition will showcase some of 
the oldest telescopes in the world alongside historic documents and models of 
the universe. 
 

Leaf the rental car behind when Falling into Ohio  

It’s easy to be gentle on the environment 
when you’re having fun. Fall foliage season in 
Ohio is one of the best times to partake in 
active pursuits. Hiking, biking, canoeing and 
kayaking are all low-environmental impact 
ways to experience the splendour of fall 
colour season in Ohio’s easily accessible 
natural areas.  www.discoverohio.com  
 

Following are just a few choices for eco-friendly fall colour getaways. Each of 
these destinations features spectacular fall foliage, easy (walking, biking or public 
transportation) to cosy hotels, inns or bed and breakfasts, and plenty of fun 
activities to make the perfect vacation. 
 
Blue Rock Station is a place unlike any other. As Ohio’s first Earthship (a house 
made of tires, cans, thatch and mud that is energy self-sufficient), the owners 
provide tours and workshops about a variety of environmental projects, including 
energy conservation, organic gardening and sustainable living. The station also 
offers a unique way to observe spectacular fall colour – by llama trek!  



 
 
Swing it for a Taste of Minnesota - www.exploreminnesota.com   
 

A TASTE OF MINNESOTA:  ST. PAUL.   02 JULY 2009 - 0 5 JULY 2009   

Although the name indicates food to be the main 

draw at Taste of Minnesota, it's in fact music that's 

the major attraction at this popular festival. There 

are plenty of activities and attractions for younger 

visitors too including an amusement park, children's 

theatre shows and what's reported to be the largest 

fireworks show in the Midwest. A Taste of 

Mississippi is a five-day show which takes place over Independence Day. 

Times : Daily 1100-2240 

 

91ST PGA GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP. HAZELTINE, MINNESOTA.  10 -  16 AUGUST, 

2009 

Hazeltine National Golf Club, in Minnesota, will again play host to the world's finest 

players when the 2009 PGA Championship visits the legendary Minnesota course. 

The 2009 PGA Championship will be played August 10-16, 2009, at the Hazeltine 

National Golf Club in Chaska, Minnesota. The PGA Championship features the 

strongest field in golf and is considered one of the largest sporting events in the world. 

Since 1916, golf's best professionals have been competing for the PGA Championship's 

coveted Wanamaker Trophy; including past champions Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson, 

Vijay Singh, Davis Love III, Jack Nicklaus, Sam Snead, Gene Sarazen, Ben Hogan and 

Walter Hagen. 



 
 

PENNSYLVANIA TOURISM BLOG LAUNCHED AT ‘SAVVYGROUSE. COM’ 
 

To help travellers make the most of their journeys in Pennsylvania, the state 
Tourism Office has introduced savvygrouse.com, a blog written exclusively by 
people who are passionate about exploring Pennsylvania and sharing their 
experiences.  
 
The blog’s name was inspired by Pennsylvania’s state game 
bird, the Ruffed Grouse. 
 
“Only the savviest of grouses know the ins and outs of 
Pennsylvania,” said Mickey Rowley, deputy secretary of 
tourism in the Department of Community and Economic 
Development. “Our new blog lets travellers learn more about 
our great state from multiple insiders or add to the 
conversation by sharing their own experiences.”   
 
The Savvy Grouse blog features content from dozens of bloggers sharing 
information on everything from family and heritage travel to dining reviews and 
green travel tips. Features include plotting of blog posts on a map to give the 
stories a sense of place along with a slideshow of images from the state’s Flickr 
site.   
 
Pennsylvania tourism information may be found on social media channels 
including Twitter, Flickr, Facebook and YouTube by searching under “visitPA.” 
 

- ENDS -  
 
For further information Contact: 
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