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Press Release - 2007
If you seek a high-quality family beach vacation but don't want to wait in security lines or listen to multiple state-line-crossing choruses of "are we there yet?" take heart. 

Indiana Dunes State Park has just been listed as one of the country's top 10 family beach vacation spots by TripAdvisor.com. The Web site praised the beach's "soft sand, calm and temperate water, and family-friendly activities and amenities." The ranking was determined by the site's editors and its visitors, who number more than 20 million.

If you haven't been to the Dunes lately, this is the year to return. A $2.7 million entrance project that improves appearance, safety, convenience and resource protection will be completed by the beach's Memorial Day weekend opening. 

The two little toll-booth style gate houses on State Road 49 are being removed, while the two historic stone gatehouses on each side of that highway will remain. Two new gate houses are being constructed in the old overflow parking lot west of S.R. 49. These new features will be more user-friendly with a modern design reflective of the beloved stone gates. 

"The new gates will be a quarter mile farther back than the old ones, so traffic will not be backed up as far south on 49 on our busier days, plus visitors will now have access to the park office before passing the gate," said property manager Brandt Baughman. "We have also removed several acres of impermeable parking surface and eliminated some culverts to employ basin infiltration instead of having water flow directly into storm drains.

Once open, the beach will welcome visitors until Labor Day with swimming hours from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Swimming is permitted only in the guarded area when guards are on duty. Gate fees are $4 per vehicle for Indiana residents, Monday through Thursday; $5 per vehicle for Indiana residents, Friday, Saturday or Sunday; $10 per out-of-state vehicle, seven days a week.

To view the TripAdvisor release, see http://www.tripadvisor.com/pages/press_news_022007.html 
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