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	Great Lakes – Great Shopping


For a truly great shopping break look no further than The Great Lakes of North America, home to the seven great States of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin plus seventeen great cities.  The region offers travellers a wealth of shopping opportunities. From mall shopping, to fantastic outlet shopping, from tax free shopping to stylish city centre retail therapy - The Great Lakes has it all.  www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk  For a Great Lakes guide call 01564 794 999.
Minnesota 
The ultimate one stop shopping break can be found in Minneapolis/St. Paul/ Bloomington, home to the largest shopping and entertainment complex in the U.S.A., The Mall of America. Here you can literally step off the plane and into the shops thanks to a new light rail link from the International Airport. The Mall has 520 shops of every type you can imagine with boutiques and famous brand names such as Victoria’s Secret, Fossil, Banana Republic, GAP, Express and Nordstrom Rack.  The Mall has a seven acre amusement park, Camp Snoopy, numerous great restaurants such as Bubba Gump Shrimp (of Forest Gump fame), Jillian’s Hi Life Lanes, a retro bowling alley and restaurant, cinemas and the Underwater Adventures Aquarium. For extra value there is no sales tax on clothing or shoes. For more information visit www.mallofamerica.com 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania offers UK shoppers similar tax breaks and a wide range of shopping opportunities including The Crossings Premium Outlets, located in the beautiful Pocono Mountains,  with 100 designer stores all offering savings of 25% to 65% everyday. For a more traditional mall style shop, King of Prussia, just half an hour from Philadelphia, boasts eight department stores, 365 speciality shops and over 40 restaurants. Outlets can also be found in Lancaster, Reading and Grove City. 
Center City, Philadelphia’s downtown, is a shopper’s paradise with more than 2,000 shops, including clothing, jewellery, home accessories and more. Shop at America’s largest indoor urban shopping centre, The Gallery at Market East, or visit The Shops at Liberty Place with more than 70 unique boutiques under a magnificent glass rotunda. Other shopping areas include Rittenhouse Row, Philadelphia’s upscale shopping and dining district; the Reading Terminal Market; Jeweller’s Row; Antique Row; the Italian Market; and South Street. Just a short distance away are the unique shops and fabulous restaurants of historic Manayunk and Chestnut Hill.
Pittsburgh’s downtown area, ‘The Golden Triangle’, boasts three full-service department stores in Kaufmann’s, Saks Fifth Avenue and Lazarus, along with well-known stores such as Brooks Brothers and Larrimor’s.  The Shops of One Oxford Centre nestle inside a five-level atrium and showcases top designer fashion and accessory labels.  A short ride across the Monongahela River sits the Shops at Station Square with more than 40 shops and plenty of restaurants located within two restored railroad warehouses.  The scene is even more chic along Shadyside’s Walnut Street, home to chains such as Victoria’s Secret and Banana Republic, as well as local speciality shops.
Finally, as a thank you for choosing Pennsylvania the tourist board are providing added value discount vouchers for all U.K. travellers. These are available at time of booking from a number of UK tour operators. For more details visit www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk  

Ohio 

Moving west into Ohio, cultured shoppers will love The Short North District where the culture and spirit of the Short North reflect a grassroots passion for the arts, a lust for life, and a love of diversity. It is an extraordinary collection of shops, galleries and restaurants; most are one-of-a-kind. Legendary establishments like Rigsby's Kitchen, pm gallery, Byzantium, and Jeni’s Ice Cream (try her Goat’s cheese and Blackberry ice cream!) set the tone of the District.

In the neighbouring city of Cleveland, immerse yourself in some designer shopping at Aurora Premium Outlets. Traditional mall style shopping is available at Crocker Park, a 220 million pound retail and residential complex with 400,000 square feet of retail space.  Shops include Urban Outfitters, H&M and Sur La Table. Visit www.crockerpark.com 

Indiana

Indiana’s shopping capital is Indianapolis. Naturally the perfect place to pick up motoring memorabilia is Brickyard Authentics, the official store of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, selling souvenirs from the Indianapolis 500, Brickyard 400 and United States Formula One Grand Prix. 

Downtown shopping highlights include the Artsgarden, a glass domed rotunda towering 75 feet over two main city streets. Inside you will find arts events, free performances, maps, calendars, tickets and top tips to guide yourself around this magnificent city. Artsgarden is connected to Circle Central Mall filled with nearly 100 stores. Finish the day in style with a visit to Easley Winery, Indiana’s second oldest winery specialising in French hybrid vines.  

For traditional gifts, South Bend is home to a highly talented Amish population. There is a great selection of shops and markets in and around the city selling hand made gifts. Lambright Woodworking in Shipshewana, just one hour east of South Bend, is an open plan workshop and gift shop. Here you can see the craftsmen and women creating gifts and making furniture. There is also a hands-on workshop to enjoy. If you really want to experience Amish life, overnight at one of the fantastic rustic inns at Amish Acres.  Visit www.amishacres.com
- continues -
Illinois 

The gateway city for many of the Great Lakes States, Chicago is fast becoming a first choice for city break fans and shopping is certainly part of the reason why. The world renowned ‘Magnificent Mile’ is Chicago’s tree lined shopping district with six major department stores, such as Saks, Nordstrom and Neiman Marcus, boutiques, locally acclaimed designers, multiple dining opportunities and year round festivals and events.  Visit www.themagnificentmile.com/shopping

Not to be missed is Macy’s formerly known as ‘Marshall Field’s’ - the birthplace of the department store and one of Chicago’s finest architectural landmarks.  The building’s majestic Corinthian columns provide simple yet elegant structural support to the upper floors. Macy’s  provides 10 floors of retail therapy and is packed with unbeatable offers. Located at 111 North State Street right in the heart of Chicago’s shopping district.  International visitors should head to the Customer Services desk to receive an additional discount coupon offering 11% off!  Visit www.macys.com
Wisconsin  
Home to the Mecca for Harley Davidson fans across the world, ‘The House of Harley® Davidson’ which opened in 1972 in Greenfield is Milwaukee's oldest and largest Harley® dealer. ‘The House’ is the world's number one award-winning dealer in the history of Harley-Davidson. New in 2008 is the first Harley Davidson Museum, also located in Milwaukee.  Visit www.harleydavidson.com 

Other big name brands based in Wisconsin include Lands End and Kohler. The Kohler brand is synonymous with top quality bathrooms and kitchens across the world. Kohler is actually a small town in Wisconsin and if shopping for bathroom accessories is not top of the holiday list, the Kohler Museum is a great opportunity to learn how this town became world renowned for interior design.  

Rowe Pottery, America’s favourite handmade salt glazed stoneware producer is located at the centre of the quaint village of Cambridge, one of America’s most friendly small towns.  The Rowe Pottery Company has been making museum quality reproductions of early American salt glaze crocks and jugs since 1975.  The revival of the American country home decorating movement attracts thousands of visitors to Wisconsin to view the artisans at work, and purchase a unique piece.  For more information contact www.rowepottery.com
Michigan  
Detroit is the capital of ‘cool’ and home to the White Stripes, Madonna and Eminem.  There are plenty of hip designers in residence and a wide choice of alternative boutiques to explore. Well worth a visit is ‘Pure D Vinyl’, a clothing and record store that pays homage to all things Motown and Detroit.  

The three main shopping areas in the city are Greektown, New Centre Place and The Riverfront Shops all with their own Detroit twist. Greektown has a collection of restaurants, nightclubs, bakeries, markets, and shops. Anchored by three historic churches the district has a distinct ethnic feel.  Accessible from downtown hotels by the Detroit People Mover System, amenities include casino gaming and the world's largest indoor waterfall.

For designer deals Prime Outlets in Birch Run, north of Detroit, is Michigan’s largest outlet centre with 170 factory direct stores. Nearby the Wilderness Trails Animal Zoo and The Birch Run EXPO Centre provide for a great family day out.  Visit www.birchrunchamber.com 
Perfect for a pre-Christmas break, Michigan is also home to the world’s largest Christmas shop, Bronners, located in Frankenmuth, "Michigan's Little Bavaria," an hour’s drive north of Detroit. The shop is the size of one and a half American football fields and really does cater for all your Christmas needs. Visit  www.bronners.com
For a full destination guide call Cellet Travel Services on 01564 794999, e-mail info@cellet.co.uk or log on to www.cellet.co.uk  for more information on the region log on to www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk 
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