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ROCK & ROLL AROUND THE GREAT LAKES OF NORTH AMERICA
The Great Lakes of North America offer the perfect sonic adventure for music lovers looking to combine a holiday with their passion for music.  Covering the seven States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, the region of the Great Lakes of North America provides visitors with a wealth of iconic sites and sounds to experience.
Music fans can indulge themselves in the various musical styles and genres relevant to each state ranging from Chicago Blues to Detroit Motown and Cleveland Rock & Roll. To learn more about the musical soundscape the Great Lakes of North America offer read on!

Ohio

Cleveland’s Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum (www.rockhall.com)
Since opening in 1995, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum in Cleveland, Ohio has established itself as the preeminent home for the celebration and study of rock and roll music. The museum provides visitors with a unique, interactive experience through dynamic exhibits, intimate performance spaces and presents a rotation of artefact and costume displays from the museums permanent collection.

Exhibits showcase specific eras, styles and milestones and highlight the many facets of rock and roll’s evolution. The Museum presents public programming, including the popular Hall of Fame Series, which regularly features new inductees in an informal interview and performance setting. The annual American Music Masters Series is dedicated to the exploration of an early influence inductee’s music and enduring impact on popular music.

Exhibits include; Elvis, Roots, Rhyme and Rage: The Hip Hop Story, Jimi Hendrix Surround Sound Theatre, Lennon: His Life and Work and The Genius of Ray Charles.
Illinois

Chicago Blues

The Chicago blues is a form of blues music that developed in Chicago, Illinois by adding electrically amplified guitar, drums, piano, bass guitar and sometimes saxophone to the basic guitar/harmonica Delta blues. The music developed mainly as a result of the "Great Migration" of poor black workers from the South into the industrial cities of the North such as Chicago in particular, in the first half of the nineteenth century in 1800.

As a result Chicago has become known as the Blues Capital of the World and plays tribute to a number of clubs and venues where the authentic Chicago blues sound can still be heard today. Clubs such as Blue Chicago (www.bluechicago.com), Buddy Guy’s Legends (www.buddyguys.com), Green Dolphin Street (www.jazzitup.com) and House of Blues (www.hob.com) all offer visitors the opportunity to experience the blues the way it should be: up-close and no-nonsense, with plenty of drinks and a friendly crowd!
Indiana 

John Mellencamp (www.mellencamp.com)
Born in Seymour in Indiana in 1951, John Mellencamp is best known for being an American rock singer, songwriter and guitarist. Mellencamp began his career in the late '70s as a Bruce Springsteen clone called Johnny Cougar. As his career progressed, his music became more distinctive, developing into a Stonesy blend of hard rock and folk-rock. His musical development coincided with his growth in popularity – by the time "Hurts So Good" and "Jack and Diane" became hits in 1982, Mellencamp had created his own variation of the heartland rock of Springsteen, Tom Petty, and Bob Seger. 
While he had the record sales, it took several years before rock critics took him seriously. For some artists, this would be easy to ignore but Mellencamp had the desire to be a serious social commentator, chronicling the times and trials of Midwestern baby boomers. Scarecrow, released in 1985, fulfilled his wish of being taken seriously, and every record he released after it was greeted warmly by critics.
Pennsylvania

The Philadelphia Orchestra (www.philorch.org)
Founded in 1900, The Philadelphia Orchestra has distinguished itself as one of the leading orchestras in the world through a century of acclaimed performances, historic international tours, best-selling recordings, and its unprecedented record of innovation in recording technologies and outreach. 

The Philadelphia Orchestra annually touches the lives of more than one million music lovers worldwide through its performances, publications, recordings, and broadcasts. The Orchestra presents a subscription season in Phila​delphia, Pennsylvania each year from September to May, in addition to education and community partnership programs, and appears annually at Carnegie Hall. Its summer schedule includes an outdoor series at Phila​del​phia’s Mann Centre for the Performing Arts, free Neighborhood Concerts, a three-week residency at Saratoga Performing Arts Centre in upstate New York, and an annual week-long residency at the Bravo! Vail Valley Music Festival beginning July 2007.

Wisconsin 

Summerfest in Milwaukee – June 28 to July 8 2007 (www.summerfest.com)
Known locally as the Big Gig, Summerfest in Milwaukee is an annual music festival which will be celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2007 as the world's largest music festival. With seemingly endless live music, crowds enjoying the scene of being in a festive atmosphere and socialising in beer gardens, Summerfest offers music lovers around the world an extraordinary experience.

The 11 day event sees bands perform day and night on 11 different stages anchored by the 23,000-seat Marcus Amphitheatre. The bands are a mix of classic rock, alternate rock and country as well as hip-hop and rap. For example, the 2007 line up includes John Mayer, Def Leppard, Ludacris, Ben Folds, The Black Crowes, Papa Roach and INXS to name a few.

Minnesota

Dylan Days (www.dylandays.com)
Bob Dylan’s hometown of Hibbing in Minnesota hosts the annual ‘Dylan Days’ event in honour of its famous son’s birthday every May. Dylan Days began informally in 1991 at Zimmy's Bar and Restaurant in Hibbing, Minnesota where the Dylan-themed establishment hosted a small birthday gathering in Bob's honour that included some impromptu musical performances. 
In the years since, more and more people have poured into the Iron Range town of Hibbing every May to celebrate one of America's greatest musicians and poets. Today, Dylan Days is a growing regional event that brings both professional and amateur musicians, poets, writers, artists, and performers together for a celebration of entertainment and Bob Dylan appreciation.

Michigan

Motown Historical Museum (www.motownmuseum.com)
Motown Historical Museum is one of Detroit’s most popular tourist destinations. Each year, the museum attracts thousands of visitors from around the globe. The story begins with Berry Gordy, Jr. and a small house in Detroit he christened, Hitsville USA (now home to Motown Historical Museum). The museum was founded in 1985 by Esther Gordy Edwards (sister to Berry Gordy, Jr) and seeks to preserve the legacy of the Motown Record Corporation and to educate and motivate people through exhibitions and programmes that promote the values of vision, creativity and entrepreneurship.
The museum exhibits trace the roots of Motown’s remarkable story and chronicle its impact on 20th century popular culture and musical styles. The story continues as Motown evolves into a major entertainment enterprise that was among the most diverse and influential in the world.
For further information on the Great Lakes of North America visit: www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk
For a full destination guide call Cellet Travel Services on 01564 794999, e-mail info@cellet.co.uk
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