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DISCOVER THE AMERICAN INDIAN PEOPLE OF 

THE GREAT LAKES OF NORTH AMERICA

Most people are familiar with the story of Christopher Columbus and his hand in shaping America into the country that it is today.
However the American Indian people that inhabited North America long before his discovery in 1492 remains largely an untold story.
Luckily for those interested in the people who helped create a nation through their achievements, political struggles, religion and mythology, The Great Lakes of North America offers a rich and diverse history waiting to be discovered.
Comprising of the seven States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, this North American region – which is roughly the same size of Europe – allows visitors to immerse themselves within the ancient traditions and cultural vibrancies of the American Indian people unique to each particular region.
To discover more about the legacy of the American Indian people throughout The Great Lakes of North America see below:
Ohio
Serpent Mound (www.ohiohistory.org/places/serpent)
One of the few effigy mounds in Ohio, Serpent Mound is the largest and finest serpent effigy built by the Fort Ancient Indians in the United States. Nearly a quarter of a mile long, Serpent Mound represents an uncoiling serpent. Serpent Mound lies on a plateau overlooking the valley of Brush Creek. Nearby conical mounds contained burials and implements characteristic of the prehistoric Adena people, however it is thought the Fort Ancient Indians built the Serpent Mound about 1,000 years ago.
Fort Ancient (www.ohiohistory.org/places/ftancien)
Fort Ancient is a major North American archaeological site and National Landmark featuring two outstanding prehistoric Indian cultures. The Hopewell Indians built three 1/2 miles of earthworks on a bluff overlooking the Little Miami River as a social and ceremonial center. The Fort Ancient Indians built an agricultural settlement below the bluff and inside the earthworks. 
Illinois
Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site (www.cahokiamounds.com) 
At Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site is preserved the central section of the largest prehistoric Native American city north of Mexico. Occupied from 700 to 1400, the city grew to cover 4,000 acres, with a population of between ten and twenty thousand at its peak around 1100. The site is dominated by the hundred-foot-tall Monks Mound, the largest prehistoric earthen mound in the Americas. In 1966 Cahokia Mounds was placed on the National Register of Historic Places and in 1983 was designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

Cahokia Mounds preserves sixty-eight of the original 120 earthen mounds built by pre-historic Native Americans. Visitors may climb a stairway to the top of Monks Mound, where interpretive signs provide an explanation of the impressive view. Other physical features include a reconstructed stockade wall and “Woodhenge,” a circle of posts around a large central post from which the sunrise can be aligned to determine the season and time of year.
Dickson Mounds Museum (www.museum.state.il.us/ismsites/dickson)

Dickson Mounds Museum, a branch of the Illinois State Museum and a National Historic Site, is one of the major on-site archaeological museums in the United States. It offers a unique opportunity to explore the world of the American Indian in an awe inspiring journey through 12,000 years of human experience in the Illinois River Valley.
Visitors to the museum, in west-central Illinois, encounter innovative interpretive exhibits; exciting hands-on activities; archaeological sites; and a variety of special events in a rural setting.

Indiana
The Eiteljorg Museum (www.eiteljorg.org)
The Eiteljorg Museum is the only museum of its kind in the Midwest, and one of only two museums east of the Mississippi that showcase both Native American and Western art, culture and history. The museum contains one of the best Native American and Western art collections in the world, including traditional and contemporary work by artists such as T.C. Cannon, N. C. Wyeth, Andy Warhol, Georgia O’Keeffe, Allan Houser, Frederic Remington, Charles Russell and Kay WalkingStick.

The museum’s Mihtohseenionki (The People's Place) gallery allows visitors to explore Indiana’s indigenous peoples – the Delaware, Miami and Potawatomi Indians – through preserved rare objects, historical photos, interactive displays and audiovisual technology. Other galleries feature Native American art and artifacts from coast to coast, including pottery, basketry, woodcarvings, beadwork and apparel.
Angel Mounds State Historic Site (www.angelmounds.org)
Angel Mounds State Historic Site is nationally recognized as one of the best preserved prehistoric Native American sites in the United States. From 1100 to 1450 A. D., the town on this site was home to people of the Middle Mississippian culture, who engaged in hunting and farming on the rich bottom lands of the Ohio River. Several thousand people lived in this town protected by a stockade made of wattle and daub. Because Angel Mounds was a chiefdom (the home of the chief) it was the regional center of a large community that grew outward from it for many miles.

Pennsylvania
Lenni Lenape Museum of Indian Culture (www.lenape.org)
Many Native American peoples made the land that is now Pennsylvania their home, including the Lenni Lenape, part of the Algonquin language group, who occupied the area along the Delaware River long before Europeans erected colonies and forts there. Today, the 
Lenni Lenape Museum of Indian Culture
 celebrates the legacy of the Lenape and other Native American peoples. The Museum features a wide range of permanent and changing exhibits in a variety of media. As well as viewing the exhibits, various Lenape ceremonies and festivals are performed throughout the year allowing visitors the opportunity to experience first hand a bit of the Lenape lifestyle through demonstrations, crafts, and activities.

Mount Pleasant (www.mtpleasantpa.com)
A famous landmark in Pennsylvania is Mount Pleasant, a 250 foot high sandstone bluff called "Standing Stone" by earlier Native American peoples. It is located in Rising Park, a large city park on the city of Lancaster's north side. Visitors can climb to the top of Mount Pleasant by following a short marked trail from the park through the woods that cover the bluff's other sides. There is a lookout area at the top where visitors can see over great distances, taking in panoramic views of the relatively flat farmlands north of Lancaster to the wooded hills lying south of the city.

Wisconsin

Milwaukee Public Museum (www.mpm.edu)
The Milwaukee Public Museum maintains an extensive, world-class collection depicting contemporary American Indian life. Visitors can explore the history of Native Americans from their arrival in North America to survival techniques and the challenges to life under European influence. Kids and adults alike can appreciate attractions such as the intricate and dramatic display of 37 life-size Native American figures in colorful pow-wow dress accompanied by the sounds of American Indian music.
Wa Swa Goning Village (www.turtle-island.com/waswagoning)
Wa Swa Goning Village is a 20-acre re-creation of a 17th century Ojibwe village located on the Lac du Flambeau Indian Reservation in northern Wisconsin. Guided walking tours take visitors back to a time when the Ojibwe built wigwams, made birch-bark baskets, used bows, arrows and spears, and migrated as the seasons changed.
Minnesota

Lower Sioux Agency (www.mnhs.org/places/sites/lsa)
The Lower Sioux Agency is situated at the site of the first organized Indian attack in the 1862 U.S.-Dakota War. Well-marked trails have been marked out to help visitors explore the grounds as well as various attractions including a restored 1861 stone warehouse. Visitors can explore Dakota life before the reservation era and discover how the reservation system changed traditional Dakota ways of living.
The Mille Lacs Indian Museum (www.mnhs.org/places/sites/mlim)
The Mille Lacs Indian Museum offers exhibits dedicated to telling the story of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe American Indians. Visitors can trace their journey to settle in Northern Minnesota, learn about their fate during a period of treaties made and broken, and follow their story up to the present. Videos, computer interactives, listening stations and objects reveal information about the Band's life today, from how dance traditions are carried on to members' interests in music to sovereignty issues. The museum's spacious crafts room serves as a demonstration area for traditional cooking, birch-bark basketry and beadwork.
Michigan 
Michigan State University Museum (www.museum.msu.edu)
Visitors can step back in time with a visit to the Michigan State University Museum and pay homage to the people who laid the trails for the future of the Great Lakes State. The museum has an extensive North American Indian cultural collection for visitors to enjoy and includes items ranging from porcupine quillworks to Southwest baskets collected at the turn of the 20th century.
Hiawatha Water Trail (www.hiawathawatertrail.org)
Gitche Gumee, the Ojibwa (Native American) name for Lake Superior, has inspired all who have stood on her shore or paddled her waters. Running 120 miles from Big Bay to Grand Marais Michigan on Lake Superior’s south shore, the Hiawatha Water Trail (HWT) follows a shoreline paddled by Native Americans. Visitors can experience some of the most scenic paddling available in the Midwest at places such as Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Grand Island National Recreation Area and the Hiawatha National Forest.

For further information on the Great Lakes of North America visit: www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk
For a full destination guide call Cellet Travel Services on 01564 794999, e-mail info@cellet.co.uk
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