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DISCOVER THE HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS OF THE

GREAT LAKES OF NORTH AMERICA

With the world shrinking and more and more people looking for the exceptional travel experience it is getting harder to find the ‘hidden gems’ of a region.

Luckily for those who haven’t given up hope there are still a few locations throughout the world waiting to be discovered. America’s National Scenic Byways hosts some of these ‘hidden gems’ for North America offering fantastic scenery coupled with remarkable history and a true insight into American culture. 

These routes, situated in the Great Lakes of North America, have been described as “the heart and soul of America."* The Great Lakes of North America, an area approximately the same size of Europe, is home to some of America’s best and least known highway treasures. 

Comprised of the seven States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, the Great Lakes of North America offers motorists spectacular backdrops ranging from sparkling lakes, rivers and streams to some of the world’s highest sand dunes and dramatic inland landscapes carved by Ice Age glaciers. With a range of flexible and interesting fly-drive itineraries to choose from, visitors can be assured of an experience that takes in the real culture and landscape of the vast and diverse continent that is the Great Lakes of North America.
Some of the highway attractions across the seven States include:

Indiana – Ohio River Scenic Byway

Traversing the lush hills and farmlands paralleling the mighty Ohio River, the Ohio River Scenic Byway through Indiana marks a history-rich corridor linking historic villages and farms through a picturesque landscape with rock outcroppings, forested hills, and languid waterways. This winding, hilly route provides an eclectic wash of adventure for everyone. Steamboat era relics, Abraham Lincoln's boyhood home, and the Hoosier National Forest are a just a few of the highlights.

Illinois – Historic Route 66
One road has come to symbolise the nostalgia of the American Highway: the internationally recognized Route 66. Historic Route 66 in Illinois unites the sophisticated urban cityscape of Chicago with the pastoral countryside of Illinois' heartland. As Route 66 enters rural Illinois, it presents memories of an era in the development of the American highway through carefully restored and preserved attractions such as The Gemini Giant statue, with its futuristic spaceman holding a rocket, reminds visitors of America's fascination with space during the 1960s. There are also scores of classic drive-in diners to visit along the route, some with beginnings as humble as the back of a school bus. Through its collection of classic American roadside stops, Historic Route 66 in Illinois reminds visitors of what it is to "motor west."

Michigan – Woodward Avenue Scenic Byway

Stretching out from the base of Detroit at the Detroit River, Woodward Avenue follows the pathway of growth from the heart of the city. Lined with history, cultural institutions, and beautiful architecture, nearly every mile of this Scenic Byway has historic sites that shaped the industrial life of America. Perhaps the most famous are the Ford buildings standing as monuments to the past automobile revolution, though the presence of many other equally impressive automobile companies still to be found along Woodward Avenue.

Minnesota – Minnesota River Valley Scenic Byway

During the last Ice Age, glaciers carved the Minnesota River Valley, exposing ancient rock and setting the path for the Minnesota River. Today, the Minnesota River Valley Scenic Byway follows this river through expansive acres of farmland surrounded by the green and gold rolling hills of western Minnesota. Several state parks along the Byway connect visitors to the natural wonder of the Minnesota River Valley. Lac qui Parle State Park stocks its waters with several million walleye fry per year for aspiring anglers, and the Minnesota River Trail offers a fine paved trail through the woods along the river for hikers and cyclists. 

Ohio – Historic National Road

Commissioned by Congress in 1806, the Historic National Road runs from Cumberland, Maryland, to Vandalia, Illinois and was constructed through Ohio during the 1820s and 1830s. Visitors to the National Road can see the evolution of the U.S. from stagecoach to railroad, automobile, and even airplane through the original bridges, historic buildings and various museums littered along the route. Attractions include the S-bridge at Blaine Hill, which is Ohio's oldest bridge, to the Dayton Aviation Historical Park where modern travel in airplanes began marking the National Road as a road of advancement and progress.

Pennsylvania – Seaway Trail

Travelling the Great Lakes Seaway Trail through Pennsylvania takes you along the scenic shoreline of Lake Erie. Besides the quaint feel of farmers' markets and old-fashioned homes dotting the landscape, three state parks can be found along the Great Lakes Seaway Trail including the Presque Isle State Park – home for many species of rare birds. Other attractions along this route include the correlating wineries throughout the countryside which offer visitors the chance to sample the region's finest, both in wine and in vista.

Wisconsin – The Great River Road

Wisconsin's Great River Road flanks the majestic and magnificent Mississippi River as it leisurely winds its way along 250 miles of Wisconsin's western border. Along its way, the road is nestled between the river on one side and towering bluffs on the other, becoming one of the most scenic drives in mid-America. Recreational opportunities await the visitor around each bend of the Great River Road at over 50 local parks and beaches, in addition to 12 State and three National Recreational Resources. Observation decks at four Lock and Dams provide the opportunity to leisurely watch the barges and riverboats pass through.
For further information on the Great Lakes of North America visit: www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk
For a full destination guide call Cellet Travel Services on 01564 794999, e-mail info@cellet.co.uk
- Ends -

For further press information please contact Melanie Jones, Cellet Public Relations
Tel: 08456 020 574, e-mail: melanie.jones@celletpr.co.uk
Editors Notes:

* The National Scenic Byways Program, U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration
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