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FABULOUS FESTIVALS AROUND 

THE GREAT LAKES OF NORTH AMERICA

The region of the Great Lakes of North America is roughly the same size as Europe – and the parallels don’t end there.  Just as Europe is made up of many different countries complete with their own sets of cultures and traditions, so too is the exciting and relatively unknown area of the Great Lakes of North America.
Covering the seven States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, the Great Lakes of North America boasts a vast array of festivals that take place throughout the year.  
For those looking to truly get ‘under the skin’ of a destination, these festivals offer the opportunity to celebrate the diverse traditions and cultural vibrancy unique to each particular region.  So why not discover the rich cultural heritage that can be found at the festivals listed below – the adventure starts here!
Ohio – Maple Syrup Festival, Lucas (March)
Discover the heritage of sugar making season during a visit to Malabar Farm State Park's sugar camp. Enjoy a horse-drawn wagon ride to the sugar bush and see demonstrations of sugar making throughout history, including the Native Americans, French Trappers, European settlers and modern day. 
www.ohiostateparks.org
Illinois – St Patrick's Day, Chicago (March)
One of the lesser-known and more extraordinary aspects to Chicago's celebration of Ireland's patron saint is a wonderful tradition of splashing green dye into the Chicago River! These days, 40 pounds of a green food colouring keep it green for only a few hours, but this brilliant tradition is kept alive through the parades of marching bands, floats and hundreds of citizens dressed in green who come to enjoy the annual family day out.  www.chicagostpatsparade.com 

Indiana – Indianapolis 500 Festival Parade, Indianapolis (May)

Celebrating 50 years of tradition the Indianapolis 500 Festival Parade returns to the streets of downtown Indianapolis and promises to be spectacular. The 2007 event includes nationally-known celebrities, costumed characters, marching bands, patriotic units, specialty units, spectacular floats and giant helium balloons, filling the streets to celebrate the world's largest single-day sporting event, the Indianapolis 500.   www.500festival.com
Pennsylvania – Three Rivers Arts Festival, Pittsburgh (June)

For two weeks every June, central Pittsburgh hosts a series of events to highlight the roile of the arts in the city. There are exhibitions, displays and fairs from Point State Park all the way up Liberty Avenue. Events include theatre, public art installations, work from regional artists and crafts markets. The majority are free with numerous food vendors to sustain the cultural crowd!

www.artsfestival.net
Wisconsin – Great Wisconsin Cheese Festival, Little Chute (June)
Wisconsin is the dairy capital of America, and each summer the village of Little Chute plays host to big cheeses from the dairy industry as it stages the annual Great Wisconsin Cheese Festival. A few years ago visitors to the festival were encouraged to dip their faces in whey for the Model Your Own Milk Moustache Contest. The cheese-carving contest is a regular favourite, as chefs and artisans compete to carve 40-pound blocks of mild cheddar into objects of beauty - past festivals have seen themes as diverse as a farmhouse to even a cow!   www.littlechutewi.org
Minnesota – The Minnesota State Fair, Saint Paul (August to September)
The Minnesota State Fair is one of the nation's largest and best-attended agricultural, educational and entertainment events. This 12-day exposition attracts over 1.6 million people annually, and features more than 50 live entertainers, over 450 food choices, almost 5,000 competitions and over 60 carnival rides. The Great Minnesota Get-Together is situated mid-way between the downtown areas of St. Paul and Minneapolis and is a perfect family day out!   www.mnstatefair.org
Michigan – America's Thanksgiving Parade, Detroit (November)
America's Thanksgiving Parade in Detroit made its first march down Woodward Avenue in 1924. With the exception of a war-time break, it has attracted huge crowds every year since. Expect all the fun of a carnival parade with amazing floats, live entertainment and supporting events including the annual Turkey Trot 10K run and the Hob Nobble Gobble!   www.theparade.org
For further information on the Great Lakes of North America visit: www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk
For a full destination guide call Cellet Travel Services on 01564 794999, e-mail info@cellet.co.uk
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