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STEP BACK IN TIME WITH THE AMISH AROUND 

THE GREAT LAKES OF NORTH AMERICA

Anyone who can recall the 1985 film “Witness” with Harrison Ford will already have a feeling for the setting of the Amish communities that inhabit the Great Lakes of North America.
The North America region contains scores of Amish communities around the seven States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin – perfect for those seeking to re-live the simplicity and tranquillity of a bygone era.
Green rolling hills peppered with Holstein cattle, weather-beaten barns, unadorned buildings in washed-out colours and the famous black horse-drawn buggies are just some of the images that have become synonymous with the Amish.

Add to that the "plain" dress, as they call it: simple homemade clothes, buttons not zips, braces not belts, and the beards for men and the uncut hair for women pinned up under white lace hats like Victorian parlour maids and you’ve literally stepped back in time to another world almost untouched by modern civilisation.
To discover more about the Amish communities that can be found around the Great Lakes of North America read on:
Ohio

Amish Door Restaurant & Village (www.amishdoor.com)

Nestled in the hills of Ohio's Amish Country, the Amish Door Restaurant and Village in the town of Wilmot is a gateway to another world. Visitors can enjoy a slower pace of life and experience a number of attractions from Amish cooking, elegant yet comfortable lodging, unique shopping and wholesome entertainment to name a few.

With a range of charming shops to visit throughout the village selling bulk foods, local meats and cheeses, fresh produce, Amish country souvenirs and the latest in country decor and gifts, there is bound to be something to satisfy everyone! For a truly restful and relaxing overnight stay visitors can check into The Inn at Amish Door – an exquisite 52-room Inn boasting breathtaking views of the Amish farmlands.

Illinois

Illinois Amish Interpretive Centre (www.amishcenter.com)

Visitors to Illinois can learn more about the history and culture of Illinois' Old Order Amish community at the Illinois Amish Interpretive Centre in the town of Arcola. The IAIC was created in 1994 to provide a series of permanent exhibits relating to the European history of the Anabaptist movement, the history of the Arthur Amish settlement from its 1865 beginnings, preserve historically significant artefacts from the Amish community, and provide an exhibition area that relates to the subject of Anabaptism.

Here at the IACI visitors can see exhibits that give them a glimpse into the Amish way of life, as well as sign up for a variety of tours that include everything from enjoying a family-style meal at an actual Amish home and to visiting a working Amish farm.

Indiana
Amish Acres Historic Farm and Heritage Resort (www.amishacres.com)

The 80-acre restored Old Order Amish farm in the town of Nappanee, Indiana offers visitors the room to roam and experience the lifestyle of the Amish through guided tours, farm animals, restaurants, musical theatre, craft demonstrations and quaint shops. 
Surrounded by pastoral beauty, visitors can explore up to 18 restored historical buildings, browse local shops, take wagon rides and feast at the famous Thresher's Dinner located in a barn more than a century old. Afterwards visitors can enjoy a musical at the Round Barn Theatre before checking into the Nappanee Inn for a quiet comfortable night in the country.

Pennsylvania

Lancaster County (www.800padutch.com)

Lancaster County located in south central Pennsylvania is a place where life moves at a slightly slower pace and centres around time-honoured traditions and values of the Amish communities that inhabit the area.

Here visitors are likely to see sites such as one-room schoolhouses and wooden covered bridges, modern farm machinery being pulled behind four-and six-mule teams to homemade clothing to quilts gently blowing in the breeze.
The relaxing atmosphere, the peaceful scenery coupled with the many family activities and attractions available make Lancaster County a favourite destination amongst travellers. Visitors can ride in an Amish buggy, jump on board a historic steam locomotive, tour an operating farm or a former Amish schoolhouse to simply enjoying a bicycle ride through the Amish farmlands. 
Wisconsin
Down A Country Road (www.downacountryroad.com)

Set deep in the heart of south west Wisconsin is the Kuderer farm – home to the “Down A Country Road” Amish attraction. The Kruder farm has a series of Village Shops that travellers can visit including "The Amish Shop", "The Little Red Shed", "Emma's Kitchen" & "Country Corner Ice Cream Shoppe" all selling a wide range of Amish made furniture, quilts, rugs, baskets, home made candies, jams and jellies, maple syrup, honey products and so much more!

”Down A Country Road” takes visitors back in time to a quieter, simpler way of life. The Gift shops at “Down A Country Road” reflect that friendship between the Kuderer's work and approximately 45 other Amish families that live in the area who bring their products to sell in the gift shops built on farm.
Minnesota

Amish Tours of Harmony (www.amish-tours.com)
Visitors on the “Amish Tours of Harmony” can enjoy an exciting tour of the largest Old Order Amish community in Minnesota. The guides are experienced, knowledgeable and have developed a close relationship with the Amish over the years. Visitors on the tour are likely to be taken through the Amish farms to learn more about their background and their way of life. There is also the opportunity for guests to buy baked goods, candy, baskets and wood crafts throughout the tour.

Visitors literally step back in time as they travel through the country side where Amish farmers can still be seen working in the fields with horses and horse-drawn equipment. Other attractions on the tour include a stop at Austin's Angora Goat Farm and the restored Lenora stone church.
Michigan 

St. Joe County (www.rivercountry.com)

Visitors in the Amish country of St. Joe County will see many horse drawn buggies as well as plenty of authentic Amish Shop Craft Stores and restaurants. The journey begins for visitors to St. Joe County at the Old World Mercantile in Centreville, Michigan where they will find a collection of handcrafted items for sale. 

There is also the chance for visitors to travel the back roads of River Country and stop at various Amish homes along the way where they can enjoy an authentic Amish home cooked meal or purchase items s oak and rustic pine furniture, hand-made quilts, saddles, harness and leather goods, and fresh baked breads and cookies.

For further information on the Great Lakes of North America visit: www.greatlakesnorthamerica.co.uk
For a full destination guide call Cellet Travel Services on 01564 794999, e-mail info@cellet.co.uk
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